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A grim centenary as 
fascism grows again 


eaders of Searchlight must be sick and tired of 

me warning over the past three years that we are 

seeing a rise of fascism and national socialism, 
accompanied by racial and religious hatred. 

But our case for building a worldwide united 
anti-fascist front was not founded on fanciful ideas plucked 
out of thin air, but on sound intelligence and analysis. We 
did not overestimate what confronts us now — if anything the 
situation is worse than ever. 

This year fascist movements in Italy and other countries 
where the enemies of democracy have broken through will 
be celebrating Benito Mussolini’s rise 
to power in Italy 100 years ago. Our 


our enemies, and are non-sectarian and willing to join with 

others who are also fearful of the rapid rise of the far right. 

As in the past, Searchlight writers and researchers are not 

afraid to travel into enemy territory and this issue contains a 

number of articles about what they are witnessing here and 

abroad. 

Since our earliest days in May 1964, Searchlight has 

been active in the trade union movement. We ask the 

unions representing teachers and lecturers to join with us 

to educate those in their care so they understand the nature 

of the threat facing decent people everywhere. Where there 
is disunity on campuses, it is often 
fuelled by well educated far right 


front cover shows the two original Axis Weu rge ntly nee d to build an extremists. 


leaders, Hitler and Mussolini — and on 
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pages 24-25 we carry an impassioned inte r natio nal fr onta g a ins t the many countries, even as far away as 
plea from an Italian anti-fascist for fa rr i g Ext, ] e d by Dp e opl e wh O Japan with its ultra-nationalist and 


the country’s president to mark the 


corrupt government. Working with 
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in conferences but are out on the streets 


In the US the extreme right isbeing @Ne mies ,aLe HON-SE ctar ian recording the actions of the enemy and 


confronted by a growing anti-fascist 


risking serious violence. In Britain we 


movement but is still a lethal force a nd willin g to j oin with othe rs are often the poor relations of some 
undermining the country, often with wh Oa l sO Wa nt to ta ckl e th e very well funded organisations, but we 


the compliance of president Trump 


and the mix of racial eugenicists and rapid rise of the far right 


armed nazi groups who are infiltrating 
the specialist units of the US armed 
forces. Brazil too has moved to the far right. 
In Europe, from Ireland to Russia, in the Scandinavian 
countries and on the southern edges, well financed and 
often armed paramilitary groups are up and running. Their 
strongest ally is the indifference of the millionaire owners of 
the powerful internet and social media platforms, which are 
facilitating hatred. That hatred ranges from mindless abuse 
to building up paramilitary units that are aided from Moscow 
in their toeholds in Hungary, Slovenia, Poland, France, Italy, 
Serbia and among a resurgent far right in Spain and Greece. 
We urgently need to build an international front against 
the far right, led by people who are not afraid to confront 
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outstrip them most of the time because 
their practical and political analysis 
comes in a poor second. 

A decade ago our report Lone 
Wolves: Myth or Reality? — commissioned by the outgoing 
Labour government — established that there was no such 
animal: we had moved into an online world where the most 
disturbed people on the far right could easily communicate 
with each other and spread the ideas that can motivate 
individual violence. Now our thoughts are with the Muslim 
community in New Zealand after the horrific Christchurch 
massacre. As we go to press, Muslim communities in several 
countries are facing more attacks, including a surge in 
Britain. We must all stand in solidarity with the victims. @ 


Gerry Gable, editor 
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Reports round-up By Gerry Gable 


Old BNP activists pop up 
again in For Britain party 


oday in parts of east London and Essex there is a resurgence of the nazis 
} who some years ago had a base in the area and were able to win seats on 
the Redbridge and Epping Forest councils — in a prelude to their big gains 
in Barking and Dagenham. While the British National Party had been driven out of 
the councils by 2010, the worrying resurgence means it is time to look back at how 
local people opposed the nazis in the Redbridge and Epping Forest areas back then. 
Searchlight resolved to join with others in the area who were opposed to this 
often violent group of BNP nazis. A cross-party group came together under the 
title of Redbridge and Epping Forest Together. 

We started off with people from the main political parties, faith groups and 
trade unionists, including the late Bob Crow, then leader of the RMT rail union. 
When the BNP announced a march in Ilford, the editor of the local paper 
allowed us to appeal on the letters page for support for a rally against them. Our 
initial letter had a few signatures but this soon grew to 90. We made a private 
approach to the MP for Epping, Eleanor Laing, who agreed to work with us. 

Our strongest weapon was mass leafleting of the areas where the BNP held or 
were trying to win council seats. One leaflet was headed “Don’t support scum”, 
and hit the BNP hard by spelling out their politics and criminality. 

Now the old guard are back after the crash of the BNP. Key activists — all 
of whom were mentioned in our old leaflets — have travelled a long political 
journey through several groups, including UKIP, before winding up in For 
Britain, led by Anne Marie Waters, a foul-tongued extremist. Among them 
are the twice-convicted terror bomber Tony Lecomber and Eddy Butler, the 
originator of the BNP’s “Rights for Whites” strategy. Also back in business are 
former football hooligan Jason Douglas and former Redbridge BNP councillor 
Julian Leppert. 

So now we are again investigating what lies they will use in the coming 
elections. The For Britain activists have already targeted two seats, one on 
Epping Forest district council and one in Redbridge. Hopefully they will be 
opposed by a genuine united front. 

For Britain is already canvassing for the local elections in May. On 29 March 
the party were leafleting the Tommy Robinson and Nigel Farage pro-Brexit 
rallies in Westminster (see page 9) calling on people to attend a For Britain rally 
in Woodford, north east London. 


Expellee set to ‘keep talking’ at Holocaust denier’s gig 


Peter Gregson, who was expelled from 
the Labour Party and his union the GMB, 
in which he was a shop steward, for 
vicious antisemitism, has made links 
with two interesting outfits. 

The first is Keep Talking, a quasi-nazi 
intellectual group. The second is Neturei Karta, a 
tiny Charedi Jewish sect who are made welcome 
in lran and showed support for the leader of 
Hungary's fascist Jobbik in London in 2014. 
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Gregson was due to speak to a meeting of 
Keep Talking on the day he was finally expelled 
from the GMB. The meeting was held at the Map 
Studio café in Kentish Town, north London. This 
meeting was organised by Nicholas Kollerstrom, 
a Holocaust denier who is seen even by other 
nazi extremists as somewhat unbalanced. 

The group has been kept on the move by 
intelligence being gathered on them as they 
have shifted from Soho to Camden. 


Fifty cities 


his year more cities and | 
countries marked the | 
UN’s international day 


against racism than ever before. 
Unsurprisingly, the theme this year 

was “mitigating and countering rising | 
nationalist populism and extreme ; 
supremacist ideologies”. 

The UN’s special rapporteur, | 
Tendavi Achiume, has reported on | 
the threat nationalist populism poses 
as well as the rise in the “glorification | 
of Nazism” and noted UN member 
states’ obligations under human rights | 
law to counter extreme ideologies | 
online. Achiume also highlighted | 
the responsibility of technology 
companies in this respect. 

In London, trade unions had 
worked hard to mobilise members 
leading up to the march and the 
CWU postal workers’ union should be 
proud of having the largest and most 
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® Standuna_ 


mark anti-racist day around world 


visible presence, alongside members —————_ be alot of work to do in our workplaces, call to participate in the UN day of 
| of the FBU, PCS, NEU, RMT, Aslef, Anti-racists on communities and at the ballot box to action against racism. 
NASUWT, Unison and Unite unions. the Stand Up to counter the rise of the far right. ee ee ee ee 
Speakers at the rally paid tribute Racism march in International coordination between You can find out more about the 
to those killed in New Zealand, just London grassroots anti-racism campaigns participants and the 50 demos at 
| the day before, and a minute’s silence across the world led to a coordinated 
' was held as the march passed the New 
Zealand Embassy. 


One speaker noted that white 

supremacist Brenton Tarrant, the 
suspect who faces trial for the attacks, 
had called himself “an ordinary white 

: man” — but such a person did not 

represent the ordinary people, white 
or of any race, who were present on 
the anti-racist demonstrations in 
London or around the world. 

In Glasgow, anti-racists braved 
difficult conditions in the rain and 
wind to gather and march. It was 
important that the marches were 
staged worldwide — but those who 
took part understood that there will 
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Reports round-up By Gerry Gable 


Media goes to sleep on the job 
of reporting on Britain's far right 


ecently I watched two 
R documentaries made by the US 

Public Broadcasting Service 
(PBS) in a series called Documenting 
Hate. The first was an investigation 
into what happened in Charlottesville 
in August 2017 when a mass of nazis, 
white supremacists and antisemites 
took to the streets for a rally. 

Anti-fascist activist Heather Heyer 
was killed after 21 year old James Alex 
Fields drove his car at speed into a 
narrow street crowded with peaceful 
anti-fascist protesters. 

The second documentary was called 
New American Nazis. Both were widely 
available from TV services in Britain. 

These were excellent and 
courageous programmes, in sharp 
contrast to the current state of much 
of the British media, which fails to 
tackle what is going on in our country. 

From the late 1960s until the end of 
the 1980s I worked as an investigative 
journalist and sometimes as a radio 
or television producer. This was the 
golden age of investigative journalism. 
It was a time when TV outlets broadcast 
weekly programmes on serious subjects 
including about many aspects of the 
extreme right and their crimes and 
subversion of society. Those who are 
old enough will recall This Week, World 
in Action and Panorama as it was 
then. Yorkshire Television and other 
companies were vying with each other 
to expose the haters. 

What is being delivered today is 
shamefully bad — but I want to single 
out one recent programme made for 
Channel 4, Sleeping with the Far 
Right, about a man who goes by two 
names, Jack Sengupta and Jack Sen. 
His appearance on the British extreme 
right scene caused a stir because he 
claimed to some groups, often more 
than one at the same time, that he 
could bring in loads of money to assist 
their struggle against democratic 
Britain. He self-published a really 
boring book and told tales of past 
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Jack Sen with 
journalist, ina 
publicity shot 
for Channel 4's 
Sleeping with the 
Far Right 


connections in Italy, South Africa 
and the US. The more he was around, 
the more dissent grew between those 
hoping to cash in. 

One or two people on the far right 
started thinking he might be working 
for the state. He had certainly caused 
disruption with his stories about access 
to significant funding from backers 
abroad, which set individuals and 
organisations at each other’s throats. 

Then Channel 4 chose him to feature 
in a programme in which he would let 
a young woman journalist stay at his 
home for a week to try to get viewers to 
understand what drove his thinking. 

It was clear from the outset that 
she knew very little about the far right 
and in particular about Sen’s political 
background. They stayed at his mother’s 
home in Southport, on Merseyside. Sen 
introduced the reporter to two of his 
activists, who looked anxious to get 
back to the local pub. What was pathetic 


was the lack of any hard questioning 
of Sen — clearly not the fault of the 
journalist but of the producers. 

What would have made a much 
better story would have been 
information about his time in the 
US and the stories he had made 
up that did not check out, or last 
year’s worrying incident in the Irish 
Republic where he was living out in 
the sticks and had become involved in 
a family row, during which a firearm 
was discharged. 

Neighbours witnessed him being 
bundled away by the police. Even 
stranger was the sequence of events that 
followed. It seems Sen was not charged 
with any offence, but police officers 
arrived from Britain and flew him back 
— only for him to star on Channel 4. 

This is not the only time in recent 
years when nonsense has been fed 
to television companies and used. 

My other real concern is the double 
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standards of some national media 
outlets. 

Recently the good news was reported 
that Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, who calls 
himself “Tommy Robinson”, had some 
of his social media sites shut down. But 
a story in one leading national daily, 
having praised the decision to cut him 
off from the huge sums of money he 
was raising on social media, then listed 
alternative places where people could 
still find him online. 

There are two lessons to be learned: 
first, television should get back to 
producing real investigations and 
second, newspaper subeditors must 
make sure that news reports are not 
self-contradictory. Maybe people 
running TV production companies 
here should view PBS’s investigative 
output and learn some overdue 
lessons about how to face up to the 
enemies of democracy. 


Skimped 


Even with its liberal tradition The 
Guardian shoots itself in the foot 
from time to time. On 16 February it 
ran a short piece portraying Brigitte 
Bardot as a nice person who devotes 
much time to saving the environment, 
and plugged her recently published 
book Tears of Battle. The writer must 
have skimped on her research about 
the one-time glamour girl of French 
cinema or she would have discovered 
Bardot’s very nasty brand of politics. 
For many years Bardot has 
supported campaigns against halal 
and kosher methods of slaughter, a 
favoured cause of the far right, and 
she has also been an activist in Marine 
Le Pen’s fascist Front National (now 
Rassemblement National). This 
soon gave Bardot a new fan base, far 
removed from her original followers 
of advocates for animal protection. 
She embraced the French far right 
as it grew in strength and I have never 
heard her utter a word against these 
political chums of hers. Her actions 
bring to mind a notorious historical 
leader who loved our four-footed 
friends while murdering millions of 
human beings. 


m See also, Tommy Robinson vs 
the Media, pages 12-15. 
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Tommy Robinson in bid 
to seize ‘Brexit Day’ 


STOP PRESS: Fascist Tommy Robinson's attempt to capitalise on the 
Brexit crisis brought thousands onto the streets of Westminster on 
29 March, the date originally set for Britain's departure from the EU. 

Robinson - real name Stephen Yaxley-Lennon - held a rally with a stage 
and big screen in Whitehall, where he was joined by UKIP leader Gerard 
Batten (pictured on screen in top photo) and other far right speakers. 
Robinson is not representative of the 17 million people who voted to 
leave the EU, but wants to use discontent over Brexit and the paralysis of 
parliament to build his own movement. 

Meanwhile former UKIP leader Nigel Farage staged his own rally of several 
thousand in Parliament Square, with speakers included Loyalist DUP MP lan 
Paisley Junior issuing a “No surrender’ rallying cry. Sections of the crowd 
moved between the two rival rallies, with Robinson clearly a draw for many. 

Asmaller number of fascist and far right thugs later gathered outside Downing 
Street, where they attacked journalists who tried to report on the scene. 
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By Gerry Gable 
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Why was Christchurch suspect not watched? 


was astonished when the New Zealand police chief 
| told the media that they had not had the alleged 

Christchurch mass murderer on their watch list. The 
suspect, Brenton Harrison Tarrant, has been charged with 
one murder and is expected to face further charges as 
Searchlight goes to press. 

The killer livestreamed video as he drove to the Al Noor 
mosque in Christchurch and entered the building, firing 
at the women, men and children at prayer on Friday 15 
March. Before the attack he had issued a racist manifesto 
containing white supremacist conspiracy theories and 
details of his two years of radicalisation and preparation. 
Breivik 
He claimed to have had contact with the Norwegian nazi 
terrorist Anders Behring Breivik — who is serving a 21-year 
prison sentence (the maximum in Norway) for murdering 
77 people in 2011 — because of Breivik’s claim to be the 
head of a nazi group calling itself the Knights Templar. 

It is more likely that he was in touch with a group of the 
same name that a few years back was being financed by 
former British National Party leader Nick Griffin and the 
BNP’s one-time fundraiser James Dowson. 

From 2016 to 2018 Tarrant appears to have travelled 
extensively, including visits to Bulgaria, Romania, 
Hungary, Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia and Montenegro, in many 
places visiting the sites of ancient Crusader battles against 
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the Ottoman empire. He also spent time in Britain in 2017 
and shared links to speeches by the fascist Blackshirt 
leader Oswald Mosley on a Facebook page. 

Searchlight has reported on the activities of today’s 
Knights Templar in several of these countries, the scenes 
of many bloody battles in the Balkan wars of the 1990s. 
Griffin and Dowson were raising funds for this paramilitary 
group. They told donors the money was needed to buy non- 
lethal equipment, in particular bulletproof vests, for the 
anti-Muslim militias that were attacking refugees fleeing 
Syria, but they were also buying night-sights for rifles. 

The two fell out after they were ordered out of Hungary 
because much of the money they raised had been invested 
in property speculation. 

Dowson has returned to his old anti-Catholic stamping 
grounds in Northern Ireland and Scotland, and to leading 
his followers in trying to close down family planning clinics. 

Griffin and his political partner, the convicted terrorist 
Roberto Fiore, are back in business and being made 
welcome in eastern Europe and Russia. 

Had the New Zealand authorities done their homework 
properly, they might have spotted Tarrant’s activities. 

They might also have come across Kerry Bolton, a New 
Zealand-based far right activist and author of a series of 
books promoting the extreme right and pagan ideas, all 
of which are peddled by Arktos Media, the world’s largest 
nazi publishing house, and one that is supported by Russia. 


The Christchurch 


suspect Brenton 
Tarrant (left) 
faces trial. Around 
the world, people 
gathered to 
show solidarity 
with those killed, 
including a vigil 
at Finsbury Park 
mosque, north 
London (centre 
and right) 
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LaRouche death could open road to 
truth for Jewish student’s family 


ixteen years ago a young Jewish 
S student from Britain, who 

had been studying in France, 
was recruited by a fellow student to 
attend what he thought was going to 
be a peace conference in Wiesbaden, 
Germany. The conference was 
organised by Lyndon LaRouche, a US 
political activist who posed as leftwing 
but in fact was a far right antisemite. 

On arrival in Wiesbaden, Jeremiah 
Duggan was relieved of his documents 
and accommodated in a house 
belonging to LaRouche’s National 
Caucus of Labour Committees. 

He soon realised he had made a 
terrible mistake. They were not peace 
campaigners but hardline antisemites. 
On 27 March 2003 at 4am he 
telephoned his mother, Erica, saying 
that he was frightened and needed 
help to leave. 

Later that morning the family was 
contacted by the British consular 
officials and told that Jeremiah had 
been killed after running onto the 
Wiesbaden ring road. 


Dissatisfied 


Completely dissatisfied with the 
position being taken by the British 
officials and German police, Erica 
contacted people in the Jewish 
community who put her in touch with 
me. They knew that Searchlight had 
published stories about LaRouche 
and had colleagues in the US and 
Germany who had been fighting his 
series of sinister organisations for 
many years. 

I spent half a day with Erica and 
Jeremiah’s wonderful grandmother 
at the family home in north London. 

I was able to connect her to helpful 
people in the US and Germany, 
including others who had been duped 
and entrapped into LaRouche’s sinister 
network, but had managed to escape. 

The role played by people 
working out of the British Embassy 
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Jeremiah Duggan: 
his family want 

to know the true 
circumstances of 
his death 


raised serious questions about an 
intelligence connection with this 
criminal group. 

LaRouche had served a prison 
sentence in the US for defrauding some 
of his financial supporters. People 
who were monitoring LaRouche’s 
organisation began to find connections 
to intelligence agencies in various 
countries. Coincidentally, LaRouche’s 
European operation was based in 
Wiesbaden, which also hosted the US 
military intelligence base. 

Years earlier, while investigating 
international organised crime for 
London Weekend Television, I had 
received an invitation to a meeting 
at the US Embassy in London. I was 
tipped off that Jean Népote, a former 
head of Interpol, would be present. 

Interpol was based in Vienna and 
when the Nazis’ forces took over 


after the Anschluss that preceded the 
Second World War, they appointed 
Heinrich Himmler’s deputy, Reinhard 
Heydrich, to run the international 
policing organisation. 


Vichy 


Heydrich went on to meet his death 
in Prague, while running the country 
steeped in blood. A British special 
operations team was parachuted in 
and attacked and killed him. Heydrich 
was succeeded as head of Interpol 

by Ernst Kaltenbrunner, another 
leading Nazi and SS general. Népote, 
a senior Vichy police official, worked 
closely alongside them, but was never 
prosecuted — and by 1963 held the 
top job in the international police 
organisation. 

I was willing to risk my job by 
approaching this wartime Nazi 
errand boy at the US Embassy and 
publicly denouncing him. But it 
never happened — he was boxed in by 
his own and a US security team. In 
writing up the event I also revealed 
that a group of immaculately dressed 
people who worked for LaRouche’s 
Executive Intelligence Review were 
treated as honoured guests. 

As I left the Duggan family home 
I told them that they must fight, but 
knowing how things work out in 
the sinister world of intelligence, I 
predicted that they might never find 
out exactly how their son died. 

LaRouche finally died on 12 
February 2019, aged 96. I know this 
brave family and those who have 
stood by them will not give up their 
quest for truth and justice, even 
though the man responsible for 
Jeremiah’s killing is already on his 
way to hell. 


m Readers who would like to know 
more about LaRouche should seek 
out the books by the American 

investigative journalist Chip Berlet 
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vs. the media 


Britain’s best known fascist is at war with the media, and his politics are hardening as he 
spouts the ‘great replacement’ theory cited by the Christchurch killer, writes Tash Shifrin 


s “Tommy Robinson” 
released his Panodrama 
video in front of up to 
4,000 supporters in 
Salford on Saturday 23 
February, he was already expecting the 
ban from Facebook that followed two 
days later and urging his supporters to 
subscribe to his own online channels. 

It marked an escalation of Robinson’s 
assault on the media. This is a battle 
for which Robinson has given the same 
theoretical justification — the idea of a 
“great replacement” — that was cited by 
the suspect in the horrific mass murder 
of 50 Muslims in Christchurch, New 
Zealand. 

While the Facebook ban has 
attracted most attention, the Salford 
rally and the Panodrama video are 
also significant as fascist Tommy 


increasingly becoming a mouthpiece 
for its ideology. 

That is worth noting. It is GI’s 
theory of the “great replacement” 
that was chosen as the title for New 
Zealand mass murder suspect Brenton 
Tarrant’s manifesto. In the wake 
of the Christchurch massacre, BBC 
Newsnight shamefully invited a GI 
speaker on air to discuss its views — 
the tiny group’s constant promotion 
by Robinson has clearly raised its 
profile too. 

Facebook’s removal of Robinson 
was widely welcomed by anti-fascists 
— it cuts off a social media platform 
on which he had built up a following 
of more than a million people and has 
been a key propaganda and mobilising 
tool for him. 

The social media giant’s move 


Robinson's overt politics are hardening up again as 
he adopts more of the ideology of Generation Identity, 
the nazi group that wants an all-white Europe 


Robinson (real name Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon) and the new far right 
movement around him continue to 
move forward and develop. 

At the same time, Robinson’s overt 
politics are hardening up again as 
he adopts and promotes more and 
more of the ideology of Generation 
Identity, the nazi group that wants 
an all-white Europe. We noted his 
willingness to embrace and promote 
GI back in May 2018 but as we shall 
see, Robinson’s Panodrama video 
and his later remarks show how he is 
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This article was 
first published 
on the Dream 
Deferred website 
dreamdeferred. 
org.uk 


against Robinson came alongside a 
takedown of a number of figures in 
Britain’s new far right, including his 
sidekick Danny “Tommo” Thomas, 
KipperCentral owner Reece Coombes, 
Veterans Against Terrorism’s Richard 
Ingram, and the well connected fixer 
and ideologue Raheem Kassam. 
Disturbingly, Kassam’s account 
appears to have been reactivated 
following an intervention by Donald 
Trump Junior, the US president’s son. 
It remains to be seen how many of 
Robinson’s followers he can take with 


Tommy Robinson 


him to his YouTube channel or to his 
own branded website, his mailing list 
or other platforms, such as WhatsApp. 
But so far, he appears to be 
maintaining a large audience. The 
Panodrama video is understood to have 
had around a million views on Facebook 
before the ban took effect. It now has 
another 1.5m views on YouTube, giving 
it 2.5m views altogether — a figure 
that compares well against the BBC’s 
Panorama strand itself. 


Salford 


Robinson’s launch event for his 
Panodrama video, near the BBC’s 
Media City HQ, was particularly 
striking because most people don’t 
launch videos in this way at all. A 
video can be released online. But 
Robinson showed his at a public 
outdoor event because maintaining a 
mobilisation of physical force on the 
streets is essential to his project. 

Organisers urged the crowd not to 
attack or manhandle any journalists 
— “Let them be. Just for today.” The 
implied threat was clear. 

Robinson’s readiness to physically 
intimidate journalists became even 
clearer in March, when he turned up 
on the doorstep of antifascist writer 
Mike Stuchbery in the small hours. 

Robinson livestreamed that visit 
and gave out Stuchbery’s address, 
also threatening other journalists: 
“I’m going to make a documentary 
that exposes every single one of you, 
every single detail about every one of 
you. Where you live, where you work, 
everything about you is going to be 
exposed.” 

Estimates of the size of the Salford 
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event ranged from 3,000 to 4,000 

— Robinson’s old organisation, the 
English Defence League, reached 
these sorts of figures only at its peak. 

This sizeable number turned out 
although the event was not primarily 
based on Islamophobia — the glue that 
binds his supporters together — but 
had the media as its main theme, with 
the video as the centrepiece. 

This was also the first of Robinson’s 
recent series of demos to take place 
outside central London — other than 
the snap “Free Tommy” protest 
against his jailing, in Leeds, in June 
last year. But Manchester was the 
scene of his first return to the streets 
since the effective demise of the EDL, 
when he brought thousands onto the 
streets in June 2017. 

Unlike the EDL, the new movement 
around Robinson does not have a 
formal organisational structure or 
local divisions or branches. It is a 
much looser phenomenon, with no 
organisation that can direct a national 
mobilisation or organise supporters 
from one area to travel to another. 
Instead, “Tommy” issues the call 
and he now has a sufficiently large 
following for large numbers of his 
supporters to answer. 

There are smaller networks 
operating within the wider 
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movement — the remnants of the 
EDL, the football hooligan firms 
(with or without the umbrella of the 
Democratic Football Lads Alliance), 
the plethora of far right social media 
pages and so on, which can bring in 
sections of the crowd. 

But most of those on Robinson’s 
demos appear to have come on their 
own account and those in Salford were 
mainly from the greater Manchester 
area or nearby northern towns. 

The event showed Robinson can 
pull sizeable numbers outside London 
— and this is a serious concern, as he 
announced at the rally that he was 
planning a series of documentaries 
and would screen them in other cities. 

This sort of far right tour is a 
clear threat, potentially replicating 
the EDL’s mobilisations but on 
a potentially much larger scale. 
Robinson is also seeking to capitalise 
on protests and discontent over the 
Brexit issue and around his retrial — 
now expected in May — on contempt 
of court charges. 

Robinson receives funding from 
Canada’s Rebel Media and the US 
far right “thinktank” the Middle 
East Forum, in addition to his 
merchandising and donation farming 
operation. His ability to secure money 
from far right organisations means 


Robinson on 
stage in Salford as 
he launched his 
Panodrama video 


the loss of his Facebook account is 
unlikely to starve him of funds. 

And, as with the wave of Tommy 
Robinson events during the summer, 
the Salford event was another well 
resourced production, with a giant 
video screen and music to give the 
rally the feel of a festive day out. 

Attendees were also treated 
to another speech from UKIP 
leader Gerard Batten. The tie-up 
with Robinson is part of Batten’s 
strategy for rebuilding UKIP, whose 
membership had plummeted since its 
highpoint in 2015. 

As we have noted before, this is 
a break from the policy of former 
leader Nigel Farage, who sought to 
distance UKIP from overtly fascist 
organisations, such as the British 
National Party, and from the EDL. We 
looked at the tie-up between Robinson 
and Batten’s party, and what it means, 
in more detail in the Winter 2019 
issue of Searchlight. 

But Batten’s strategy appears to 
be working. UKIP’s membership has 
grown by around 50% in the past year. 
It soared by 15% in just one month — 
July 2018 — after Batten appeared with 
Robinson at his London rally. The new 
members coming in are attracted by 
Robinson and his street mobilisations, 
shifting UKIP even further to the right. 


Sting 


Robinson’s Panodrama 
“documentary” mainly targets the 
BBC’s Panorama team. But it also 
hits out at Hope Not Hate — and the 
campaign group was swift to threaten 
legal action over a series of allegations 
made in the video. 

We do not wish to repeat 
Robinson’s allegations here. But it 
is worth noting that the early part of 
Panodrama centres on a young man 
who claims to have been fired from 
his job as a City banker with Standard 
Chartered following an expose by 
Hope Not Hate. 

In fact the young man is Tom Dupré 
— formerly leader of GI’s UK group. 
Far from being a poor, helpless victim 
Dupré was the main mouthpiece in 
Britain for GI’s white supremacist 
politics —- something it is easy to 
imagine would not go down well with 
a major international employer, or his 
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fellow employees there. The inclusion 
of this segment highlights how close 
Robinson has become to GI. 

But the bulk of the video follows 
a cleverly executed sting operation 
against John Sweeney, the journalist 
leading the BBC Panorama 
documentary on Robinson. 

Sweeney had apparently 
approached Lucy Brown, an on-off 
ally of Robinson’s who had a bust- 
up with him last summer. Brown is 
also a keen associate of GI — and its 
distinctive yellow and black “lamda” 
logo can be clearly seen on her laptop 
computer in Robinson’s film. 

Brown agrees to talk to Sweeney 
but, unknown to him, she covertly 
films their meeting in a bar. She and 
Robinson also combine to send a fake 
“threatening text message” to her 
phone in Robinson’s name. 

The covert footage released in 
Robinson’s video shows Sweeney 
flashing his cash to buy hundreds 
of pounds worth of drinks and — 
appallingly — making a series of 
racist and homophobic remarks and 
comparing working class people to 
“cannibals” from the Amazon. 

In addition, Sweeney appears to 
be trying to put a gender related 
or sexual construction on a row 
that Brown describes having with 
Robinson. 

Later in the film, Robinson 
confronts Sweeney and the Panorama 
team with the covert footage that 
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Together again: 


Robinson and 
UKIP leader 
Gerard Batten 
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illustrates the BBC man’s own bigotry. 
And when Sweeney attempts to hit 
back by producing the “threatening 
text message” — the climax of the 
sting, which the audience has seen 
being set up — the crowd at the Salford 
rally laughed appreciatively. 

Robinson’s video is contrived to 
make himself appear a victim, while 
painting the media in general as an 
untrustworthy enemy. 

Sadly it seems that Sweeney really 
is as unpleasant as the undercover 
footage suggests. In a statement 
the BBC said: “Any programme we 
broadcast will adhere to the BBC’s 
strict editorial guidelines.” But it was 
forced to add: “John Sweeney made 
some offensive and inappropriate 
remarks, for which he apologises.” 

Panorama has, historically, provided 
useful exposes of fascist organisations, 
such as its documentaries on the British 
National Party, while ITV’s World 
in Action examined the violent nazi 
Combat 18 group and nazi infiltration of 
England football fans. 

This was serious investigative 
journalism. These programmes were 
made in a way that clearly attacked 
the fascist organisations, exposing 
their politics and violence. 

Sweeney, by contrast, appears in the 
footage to rely on general muckraking 
— and on a source who is clearly and 
unapologetically active in the far right. 
This is poor journalism. 

The producers walked into an 


obvious trap in seeking to use 
Lucy Brown as a source to expose 
Robinson. Although she had a falling 
out with him, there is no evidence 
at all that Brown has in any way 
abandoned the far right — the idea 
that she could be trusted by serious 
journalists was, at best, naive. In fact, 
she double-crossed Panorama by 
setting up the sting with Robinson. 
John Sweeney’s own bigotry, as 
revealed in Robinson’s clips, also 
means he was never going to be best 
placed to expose Robinson’s politics. 


Media 


It is important for anti-fascists to 
defend the operation of a free press 
and genuine investigative journalism. 
This doesn’t mean we have to be 
uncritical of the BBC or mainstream 
media — not least because the mass 
media has played a big part in 
maintaining the climate of anti-Muslim 
and anti-immigrant racism on which 
Robinson and other fascists thrive. 

But whatever the faults of the BBC 
or the mainstream news outlets, 
no one should be in any doubt that 
having fascists intimidate journalists 
or mainstream media organisations 
would make the situation far worse. 
We cannot have fascists dictate what 
is reported. 

The National Union of Journalists 
has rightly spoken out against 
Robinson’s threats and attacks. The 
NUJ warned that “intimidation, 
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threats and violence carried out by 
far right protesters systematically 
targeting the media, especially 
photojournalists” were “becoming 

? more frequent”. This is a dangerous 
and worrying development. 


Platform 


Robinson is tapping into people’s 
distrust and resentment of the 
mainstream media for his own 
purposes. When Robinson claims 

to be fighting for “free speech”, he 

is actually demanding a platform to 
spread racist hate and fascist politics. 

Robinson’s attack on the media 
in general and any attempts to 
investigate him in particular place 
him in a long tradition among fascists 
and the far right. 

Fascists are keen to use the media 
as a platform for their ideas and to 
raise their profile, on the basis that all 
publicity is good publicity. The reason 
that Robinson has been able to build 
a huge social media profile in the 
first place — with more than a million 
followers first on Twitter and then 
on Facebook — is because he has had 
massive exposure over the years in the 
mainstream media. 

Rather than deny him a platform, 
the BBC and other broadcasters 
have repeatedly given him air time, 
allowing him to grow his brand and 
normalise his anti-Muslim racism and 
other ideas. 

This is the reason why anti-fascists 
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traditionally argue for “no platform 

for fascists”. Even where the media 

or individual journalists claim they 

are going to “out argue” the likes of 
Robinson, the exposure that he or other 
fascists gain is invaluable to them. 

At the same time, Robinson and 
those who share his politics also want 
to attack the press, not only to deter 
criticism of their politics or actions 
but as part of creating an alternative 
world view. 

Donald Trump, the far right US 
president, has notoriously finessed the 
art of attacking the press. From his 
position of power he loudly denounces 
any independent or critical media 
outlet as “fake news”, insisting on his 
own versions of events. 

Attacks on the press have a long 
history on the far right. Hitler used 
the term Liigenpresse or “lying press” 
as a key propaganda theme. More 
recently, the anti-Muslim racist street 
movement Pegida took up the term 
in Germany. And in a video posted 
on 18 March, Robinson threatens 
unspecified action over the following 
week against “people who've lied”. 


Alternative 


The far right is instead developing 
and promoting a huge network of 
alternative social media sites that 
propagate its own noxious politics, 
vile racism and conspiracy theories. 
Robinson wants a public image of 
himself reflecting his own twisted 


GI flags are 
prominent on 

a “Free Tommy 
Robinson” demo 
outside Downing 
Street, June 2018 


notion that he is a heroic victim 

of persecution, and normalising 
Islamophobic and other racist views. 

Attacks on the mainstream 

media or antifascist journalists — by 
rhetorical or physical means — are not 
coincidental, but a part of a strategy of 
propaganda, intimidation and control. 


Replacement 


Just how far this can go was 
illustrated by video released by 
Robinson on YouTube on 27 
February. As part of his fulminations 
against the Facebook ban, Robinson 
repeated GI’s “great replacement” 
theory — the idea that white people are 
being driven out or “replaced” by non- 
white and/or Muslim “immigrants”. 
GI wants to see “reverse migration” — 
non-white people being removed from 
Europe. 

An even more conspiratorial version 
of the theory holds that Jewish people 
are in some way responsible for 
organising this “replacement”. At the 
notorious white supremacist rally in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, in August 
2017, where antifascist Heather Heyer 
was murdered, chants included, “Jews 
will not replace us”. 

In his video rant, Robinson ties 
Facebook to the government and then 
to the supposed “threat” of migration, 
using GI’s theory of “replacement”. 

He said, “There’s evidence now 
Facebook sat down with Islamists, 
radical groups... Facebook sit down, 
take instructions. The government 
work with these radicals. All of them 
work hand in hand for their agenda. 

“Their agenda is the replacement 
of you, each one of you, of us, of our 
culture and our communities. The 
influx of open door migration from 
the Middle East. The replacement 
that’s happening across the world of 
Western civilisation with barbarians. 
And we're supposed to keep quiet. 
And you can see the lengths they will 
go to silence us all.” 

In Britain GI is a tiny group, but 
the fact that it now has Tommy 
Robinson to articulate its nazi ideas 
to a mass audience is very dangerous. 
The Christchurch massacre is just 
one example of how dangerous these 
ideas can be when taken up by a single 
individual — and Robinson is building 
a mass movement. e 
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Ezra Levant, the 
Canada-based 
Rebel Media chief 


All change on 
the alt-right 


Another wild round of in-fighting, backstabbing and recriminations has broken out in 
the interconnected alt-right, alt-lite and old-style nazi scenes, says Sally Shaw 


his year has started as 2018 ended, with 

an ever more vicious civil war between and 

within the various ideological currents of 

racist and fascist movements. In the wake of 

Donald Trump’s US election victory, far right 
conferences and forums were being held virtually every 
month somewhere in Europe or the Americas, backed by 
a network of websites, social media accounts and even 
publishers of old-fashioned books, notably Arktos. 

But some of this confident facade started to crumble 
straight after Trump’s victory. Alcohol, drugs, paranoia, 
greed and homophobia have all played a part in fuelling 
the wars between the superstars of the nazi scene, the alt- 
right and its once supposedly milder variant, the “alt-lite”. 
An effort to “unite the right” proved to be one of the main 
catalysts for increasing the bitter divisions in the far right 
movement. This was the infamous rally in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, in August 2017 whose organisers included Jason 
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Kessler and Richard Spencer. The result was a PR disaster, 
even before the murder of anti-racist activist Heather Heyer 
by one of the rally’s participants, white supremacist James 
Alex Fields, who was facing a life sentence as Searchlight 
went to press. 

One of the first consequences of Charlottesville was to 
begin a split inside Rebel Media, core of the lavishly funded 
“alt-lite” — an attempt to rebrand extreme right ideas on the 
basis of a cultural war with Islam, rather than a race war 
or a rehabilitation of Adolf Hitler. The open promotion of 
Klan and Nazi imagery at Charlottesville led Rebel Media 
to fire one of its star presenters, Faith Goldy, after she had 
given the rally sympathetic coverage and even taken part in 
a podcast discussion hosted by The Daily Stormer, a website 
considered to be on the wildest fringe of neo-nazism. 

This is where the supposedly separate categories of alt- 
lite, alt-right and neo-nazi start to blur — and longstanding 
Searchlight readers will not be at all surprised. For decades 
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we have documented variations on this same theme. As 
far back as the early 1970s there were repeated cross- 
overs between the Tory right, the racist right and blatant 
national socialism. 

‘ And so it has been with people like Goldy. She stepped 

~ from Rebel Media into collaborations with alt-right video 
blogger Colin Robertson, aka Millennial Woes. In turn 

» Robertson has blurred the line between alt-right and 
neo-nazism, with appearances at the London Forum and 
the Stockholm-based Scandza Forum alongside some of 
Britain’s most dangerous antisemites. 

Further splits at Rebel Media saw the departure of 

star presenters such as Lauren Southern and Caolan 
Robertson. Every bigot with a video camera saw the 


Every bigot with a video camera saw the 
international Islamophobic network 

as a license to print money,and no-one 
should be surprised when it all ends in 
tears and recriminations 


international Islamophobic network as a licence to print 
money, and no one should be surprised when it all ends 
in tears and recriminations. Many of their internecine 
allegations cannot be printed for legal reasons, or just 
because they are too obscene or pathetic to waste time on. 

Still part of the team at Rebel Media is former British 
National Party activist Jack Buckby, who seems to have 
given up on British politics after passing through at 
least three parties, latterly as right-hand man to UKIP 
leadership candidate and For Britain movement founder 
Anne Marie Waters. Buckby’s latest move was to seek a 
green card for entry to the US, after conveniently acquiring 
an American girlfriend. The lucky lady is burlesque 
performer and fellow Rebel Media presenter Martina 
Markota. 

All has not gone smoothly for the happy couple so far. 
Buckby was refused entry to the US and is now seeking 

‘ online donations — now there’s a surprise! — to fund legal 
action against the US authorities. At the end of February 
his future bride Markota had her bank account closed 
down for unspecified reasons. 

By far the best known Rebel Media star is “Tommy 
Robinson” — the convicted criminal Stephen Yaxley- 
Lennon. He personifies the Islamophobic movement 
for most journalists, although he is despised by many of 
his former allies in groups such as the English Defence 
League, which he formed as an alliance of football 
hooligans in 2009. Robinson supposedly left Rebel Media 
to go independent, but he is still receiving funding and 
support from Levant’s outfit. 

On 1 March this year, former BNP officer turned 
YouTuber Mark Collett based a 90-minute video stream on 
a controversial video produced by Robinson (see Tommy 
Robinson vs the media, pages 12-15). He denounced 


Mark Collett is 
always hanging 
around with nazis 
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prominent figures in the so-called alt-lite, including Lauren 
Southern, Caolan Robertson and George Llewellyn-John, 

as collaborators with anti-fascists and the BBC. You might 
think that the very last figure on the British nazi scene to 
dare to discuss TV documentaries would be Mark Collett. In 
his days at the BNP, where he was leader Nick Griffin’s great 
young hope, Collett starred in one of the most embarrassing 
TV programmes ever made about the far right, under the 
title Young, Nazi and Proud. 

However, Collett has re-emerged in the last few years as 
one of the more influential pseudo-intellectual figures in 
British nationalism. A regular collaborator with former Ku 
Klux Klan chief David Duke, Collett is also now friendly with 
less discredited leaders of what we could now call a racist 
international — principally Jared Taylor and Greg Johnson. 

In March this year he was set to speak alongside Taylor 
and Johnson at the Scandza Forum, one of Europe’s most 
prestigious racist conferences. This represents one of two 
factions in the alt-right. Theoretically the “alt” part of the 
description means an alternative both to the mainstream anti- 
racist consensus and to the crudity of old-style racists. And 
of course it also means, “Don’t mention the Jews.” Or at least 
not too loudly and not when there are journalists present. 

Taylor still likes to play the Yale-educated Southern 
gentleman, the polite face of racism. Years ago — partly 
for very personal reasons — he excluded Duke from his 
American Renaissance conferences, but his organisation 
still acts as an umbrella for veteran antisemites as well as 
quasi-academic racists. Some of Taylor’s new collaborators 
are far less cautious. Greg Johnson’s Counter-Currents 
website is a Daily Stormer for Ivy League graduates — or, 
more realistically, those who would like to acquire an Ivy 
League image. Many of its articles unashamedly seek to 
rehabilitate classic antisemitism. 
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As for Collett, he just can’t stay away from the J-word, 
even though he now avoids the company of Ben Raymond 
and Alex Davies, founders of the banned nazi terrorist 
group National Action. A year or two ago Collett was taking 
part in attempts to unite the nazi wing of the British right, 
under the auspices of financial godfather Larry Nunn (aka 
Max Musson) and his secretive organisation Western 
Spring. Now Collett is, like many others, running scared. 
His problem is that he might end up alienating all sides, 
and finish back where he was a decade ago as the most 
hated man in the BNP. 

Speaking of hatred, surely the bitterest and potentially 
most violent of this year’s far right fallouts has involved 
Alison Chabloz, still seeking donations for her appeal 
against her conviction for broadcasting grossly offensive 
antisemitic songs on YouTube. Chabloz’s ambition was 
to ride forever on the gravy train of PayPal and Bitcoin 
donations from grateful antisemites. For mysterious 
reasons the Crown Prosecution Service delayed 
prosecuting Chabloz, and justice only caught up with her 
thanks to determined efforts by the charity Campaign 
Against Antisemitism. Yet Chabloz’s biggest problem might 
now be not CAA or the courts, but her fellow antisemites 
and Holocaust deniers. 

Two years ago she had already fallen out with the fugitive 
French nazi and purveyor of fake history Vincent Reynouard, 
who has been living and working in London while evading a 
prison sentence in his homeland. Chabloz was kicked out of 
the house she had been sharing rent-free with Reynouard, 
and sought refuge in another safe house linked to Jeremy 
Bedford-Turner’s London Forum. No meetings of the forum 
have been held since Bedford-Turner was sent down for 12 
months in May 2018. A whole gallery of hatemongers — from 
spotty YouTubers to paunchy football thugs to grizzled BNP 
and National Front veterans — have all been eagerly looking 
forward to a resumption of business as usual once he is 
released into society in the spring. 

But Chabloz has managed to fall out with Bedford- 
Turner’s closest comrades, including the unholy trinity of 
British Holocaust deniers — Richard Edmonds, Michéle 
Renouf and Peter Rushton. Chabloz’s main defender isn’t 
exactly an asset — Southend thug Chris Livingstone, who 
was already viewed with suspicion by most of his old 
comrades, including notorious old fascist Eddy Stampton. 


Alison Chabloz, 


marching at the 
Cenotaph in 
November with 
the National 
Front’s Richard 
Edmonds (left) 
and Tony Martin 


The far right’s internal squabbles 
shouldn’t distract us from the continuing 
and very serious problems that will 
confront anti-fascists in the year ahead 


In January a few dozen of Europe’s hardcore Holocaust 
deniers gathered in Vichy, France, to mark what would 
have been the goth birthday of their late hero Robert 
Faurisson, the convicted antisemite who died a day 
after returning from his last public event in Shepperton, 
Middlesex, last October. This posthumous birthday dinner 
was organised by Joe Fallisi, an Italian tenor with a 
fanatical hatred of Jews. 
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The Vichy dinner celebrated the inaugural award of a 
“Faurisson prize”, founded by Fallisi with the collaboration 
of the old falsifier’s translator Guillaume Nichols and 
Michéle Renouf. All have joined the attack on Chabloz. 

The award was collected on behalf of jailed German nazi 
Ursula Haverbeck by her lawyer Wolfram Nahrath and 
Giinter Deckert, former chair of the NPD, Germany’s 
hardcore fascist outfit. In addition to representing many 
nazi criminals Nahrath was once leader of the banned 
youth group Wiking Jugend, a direct postwar successor to 
the Hitler Youth. Deckert, now 79, served several years in 
prison during the 1990s. 

Two of the few regular printed journals still produced 
by nazis — Heritage and Destiny and the French weekly 
Rivarol, whose editor Jerome Bourbon also spoke at 
the Vichy memorial to Faurisson — have each published 
denunciations of Chabloz. The allegation seems to be that 
she is not only a self-centred, obsessional crank, but a real, 
live enemy informant. We don’t want to spoil this traditional 
far right spy hunt, so all we can say is, she’s not ours. 

The far right’s internal squabbles shouldn’t distract us from 
the continuing and very serious problems that will confront 
anti-fascists in the year ahead. UKIP is working closely with 
Tommy Robinson and other Islamophobes. Irresponsible 
Tory politicians continue to fan the flames of paranoia, 
exploiting Brexit chaos for their factional advantage. 

Funny money flows into Britain both from US 
millionaires and Russian front groups, each keen to 
promote online extremism. This money will help prepare 
both new street movements and eventually a new political 
party, once all the factional bloodletting is over. There are 
serious preparations being made by dangerous people. The 
struggle continues. e 
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Carto's cartel 


The man behind a fascist publishing empire popped his clogs in 2015, but now we can 
see how his allies battled to take control of what remains. Chuck Stevens reports 


nternal divisions have always 

been a big feature of the far 

right — and a battle for control 

of the assets of one Willis 

Carto is raging among his old 
pals. In the US, far right feuds have 
traditionally been even worse than 
elsewhere — and sometimes they have 
been literally murderous. America’s 
most famous nazi, George Lincoln 
Rockwell — a good friend and ally of 
his British counterparts Colin Jordan 
and John Tyndall — was murdered 
by one of his own members. Don 
Black, founder of the Stormfront 
website, was shot — but unfortunately 
not killed — by Jerry Ray, brother of 
Martin Luther King’s assassin James 
Earl Ray, while attempting to break 
into a rival group’s headquarters to 
steal its mailing list. 

But undoubtedly the king of ultra- 
right faction fighting was the late and 
unlamented Willis Carto, who shuffled 
off to Valhalla in October 2015, aged 
89. Millions of dollars obtained from 
donors — some of them Nazi veterans 
of the 1930s and 1940s — were poured 
into eager lawyers’ coffers over the 
years as Carto fought a series of 
vendettas, most famously against his 
former employee Mark Weber over 
control of what was once the world’s 
premier Holocaust-denial outfit, the 
Institute for Historical (sic) Review. 

After losing that battle, Carto created 
anew magazine called The Barnes 
Review to rival the IHR’s journal. 
Authors included convicted Belgian 
war criminal and SS Standartenfiihrer 
Leon Degrelle, who spent most of 
his life in Spain after fleeing a death 
sentence for his wartime crimes. 
Similarly his newspaper Spotlight 
— which combined myriad crank 


campaign organisations very much as 
his personal empire, in a notoriously 
dictatorial style. He hired and 
fired — then sometimes rehired and 
refired — many of the neo-nazi and 
Holocaust denial movement’s big 
names, who were happy to grovel for 
a salary from one of his publications. 
These included Mark Cotterill, now 
editor of the UK-based Heritage and 
Destiny but then working for Carto 
as an illegal immigrant, and Michael 
Collins Piper, perhaps Carto’s best 
writer but destroyed by drug habits, 
a chaotic lifestyle and numerous FBI 
informants. 

According to documents now being 


_ circulated among Carto’s old gang, a 


vicious battle for control of his empire 
began within months of his death. He 
had arranged for his widow Elisabeth 
to continue to be paid a stipend after 
his death, but had left effective control 
of the TBR/AFP network in the hands 
of two longtime employees, Chris 
Petherick and Paul Angel. 

They had long resented Elisabeth 
Carto’s role in the organisation and 
by April 2016 they had forced her out. 
According to one insider’s account, 
circulated in February this year, 
“When AFP and TBR subscribers 
would call the office to ask about 
Elisabeth... she was a permanent 
fixture there for all those decades... 
the people answering the phone were 
directed to lie and to tell the callers 
she had retired voluntarily. 

“In January of 2017, Petherick and 
Angel reneged on the stipend that 
Elisabeth was entitled to... according 
to the contract they signed... leaving 
her in a tenuous financial position, 
as she had depended upon Willis to 
provide for her daily needs for almost 


be Jason Snow, the organisation’s 

web admin. Snow is a Canadian 

former skinhead who joined the Carto 
empire in the 1990s when it acquired 
Resistance Records, after the label’s 
founder, George Burdi, was jailed. This 
became one of the world’s leading racist 
music producers, but for complicated 
legal reasons its ownership was 
eventually transferred from Carto to the 
National Alliance, then run by William 
Pierce, author of terrorist blueprint The 
Turner Diaries. 

Instead of moving with the label to 
its new NA owners, Snow stayed with 
Carto’s operation. Now he is said to 
be doing the dirty work for the Carto 
empire’s new owners. Conspiracy 
theorists, white supremacists and 
Holocaust deniers are yet again being 
asked to take sides, this time for or 
against Elisabeth Carto. 

We should not be surprised that 
there is so little honour among these 
self-styled defenders of traditional 
values, who are in fact heirs to a 
long tradition of combining nazi 
apologetics with financial scams. S 


conspiracy theories with traditional Willis Carto, the her entire life.” 

antisemitism — was reinvented as now deceased Elisabeth Carto was eventually sent 

American Free Press. nazi publishing an email saying that her stipend was 
Carto ran these journals and a mogul, wearing _ being cut off and that her only point of 

network of supposedly political his pro-slavery tie contact at TBR/AFP in future would 
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Hungary for change 


A wave of protests broke out in Hungary in December against the far right 
authoritarian government of Viktor Orban's Fidesz party. But there are dangerous 
forces lurking even further to the right. Martin Smith reports from Budapest 


ust after Christmas in a coffee 
shop in Budapest, Hungary, I was 
given my change after buying a 
coffee. It included a 10 forint coin, 
scratched with the letter “G” so 
it read O1G (see picture, right). This is 
an abbreviation for “Orban egy geci”, 
which can be translated as, “Orban 
number 1 wanker”. 01G slogans were 
everywhere: on coins and banknotes, 
on walls, traced into the snow and even 
projected onto government buildings. 
O1G is a symbol of the rebellion against 
Viktor Orban’s authoritarian racist 
government. 

The O1G protest movement was 
sparked by the introduction of new 
labour laws. The trade unions called 
them the “slave laws”. They allowed 
employers the right to demand 400 
hours of compulsory overtime a year — 
while payment could be delayed for up 
to three years. 

From December 2018 to January 
2019 there were widespread 
demonstrations and some union 
days of action. The struggle was not 
restricted to repealing the labour laws 
— it rapidly developed into an anti- 
government movement. The protests 
brought into stark relief the nature of 
the Hungarian state. 

Just seven months earlier the 
situation in Hungary was so different. 
In April 2018 Hungary went to the 
polls and Viktor Orban’s Fidesz-led 
coalition won 133 seats, a “super 
majority” that allowed it to pass 
constitutional changes without the 
support of any other party. The fascist 
Jobbik party came second with 26 
seats, while the socialists (MSZP) 
came third with 20 seats. The scale of 
the victory led many commentators to 
claim Fidesz would rule Hungary for 
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On the march: 
note the flags 
of fascist Jobbik 
among the 
demonstrators 


another 20 years. Hungary now finds 
itself in the unique and unenviable 
position of being the only country in 
Europe where the two largest political 
parties are from the extreme right. 


Fidesz 


Since 2010, Orban’s Fidesz has 
governed Hungary in an increasingly 
authoritarian manner. Balint Magyar, 
a former education minister describes 
the regime as a “Mafia state”. Orban 
himself boasts that Hungary is 
an “illiberal democracy”. Three 
issues demonstrate this slide into 
authoritarianism and illiberalism. 
The first was the “refugee crisis” of 
2015-16. According to the European 
Commission, between 2015 and 2016, 
around 2.6 million refugees attempted 
to come to Europe, with around 
350,000 trying to gain access to 
northern Europe via Hungary. Orban 


waged an ideological war against the 
refugees claiming, “Hungary is being 
drowned by migration.” 

His words were matched by 
brutality. The government authorised 
the building of camps to detain 
refugees, prompting Jean Asselborn, 
Luxembourg’s foreign minister, to call 
for Hungary to be expelled from the 
EU for treating refugees “worse than 
wild animals”. And at a cost of £35m, 
Orban authorised the construction of 
a high wall along Hungary’s 110-mile 
border with Serbia. 

The second feature is Orban’s 
growing use of antisemitism. His key 
target is the Hungarian-American 
billionaire and philanthropist George 
Soros. Fidesz uses antisemitic tropes 
that portray Soros — who is well 
known to be Jewish — as a financier 
trying to control Hungary’s economy 
in the interests of global capitalism 
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and as a promoter of mass migration 
into Europe. In 2018 the government 
published posters, similar to ones 
produced by the Nazis during the 
Second World War occupation of 
Hungary. They depict Soros as a 
puppetmaster controlling the EU. 
Now as the country heads towards 
elections again every city, town and 
village is awash with anti-Soros posters. 
Fidesz has even accused the 01G 
protestors of being in his pay. These 
antisemitic tropes have unleashed 
dark forces. During the recent 01G 
demonstrations, racist thugs chanted 
“Jews go home” at the protestors. 
Finally the Fidesz-led government 
has passed laws undermining 
democracy in Hungary. The 
government now controls vast 
swathes of the country’s media. It has 
gerrymandered electoral boundaries 
to increase its parliamentary 
representation. The government has 
even coerced the (genuinely) Soros- 
financed Central European University 
into shutting some of its operations. 


Jobbik 


Hungary’s Jobbik party is one of 
Europe’s most brutal and at the 
same time most successful fascist 
organisations. Formed in 2003, it built 
its support through electoral campaigns 
against Hungary’s Roma minority. It 
also created a paramilitary force, the 
Hungarian Guard (Magyar Garda 
Mozgalom), in 2007. Gabor Vona, the 
then president of Jobbik and head of 
the Hungarian Guard said its aim was 
“defending a physically, spiritually and 
intellectually defenceless Hungary”. 

With echoes of the wartime 
Nazi Arrow Cross movement, this 
paramilitary force organised violent 
marches on Roma settlements 
and held a mass rally protesting 
against the World Jewish Congress 
in Budapest in 2013. It was finally 
banned in 2013. Since its dissolution 
the group has attempted to 
circumvent the law by reorganising 
itself under the name of the Magyar 
Garda Foundation. 

Sensing that Jobbik would 
not defeat Fidesz in the 2014 
parliamentary elections, a group 
around Vona attempted to 
“modernise” and soften Jobbik’s 
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A 10 forint coin 
has had a letter 

G added to spell 
out O1G, the 
slogan of the anti- 
Orban protest 
movement 
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writes for 

the Dream 
Deferred blog at 
dreamdeferred. 
org.uk and is a 
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public image. This strategy was 
developed by the Front National 

in France in the 1980s and has 
been adopted by other European 
fascist parties, including the British 
National Party. But the strategy was 
not popular among large sections of 
Jobbik, who wanted to maintain the 
Hungarian Guard and take an even 
stronger line against migration. 


Same 


Jobbik’s conversion to a “conservative 
people’s party” is like a peacock’s 
dance — it was designed to dazzle 

its opponents with beautiful new 
plumage, only to hide its true 
intentions. Scratch the surface and the 
same old Jobbik remains. 

For example, in 2018 I visited the 
small town of Asotthalom in southern 
Hungary. The mayor is Laszlo 
Toroczkai, the former vice-president 
of Jobbik. As I drove into town a road 
sign read, “Migrants NOT welcome 
here.” Further down the street was 
another sign, with three images inside 
red no entry signs. The first was 
the outline of a mosque, the second 
depicted a woman wearing a burqa 
and the third had two interlocking 
male gender symbols and two 
interlocking female gender symbols. 
The meaning was clear: no mosques, 
no Muslims and no LGBT people here. 

Toroczkai was the founder of 
the Hungarian 64 Counties Youth 
Movement (HVIM), a paramilitary 
group with links to Golden Dawn 
in Greece, Ukrainian fascist 
paramilitaries and the Betydarsereg 
(Army of Outlaws) in Hungary. 

Asotthalom is on the Serbian- 
Hungarian border and Toroczkai 
launched a 24-hour armed and 
uniformed civilian patrol whose 
mission was to “capture” migrants. 
The uniformed guards were all ex- 
members of the Hungarian Guard. 

Tensions among Jobbik’s so-called 
“modernisers” rose to the surface 
after the 2018 elections. After failing 
to be beat Fidesz, Vona stood down 
as Jobbik’s president, prompting a 
leadership election. There were two 
candidates, Tamas Sneider, who 
supported the modernisation strategy 
and was backed by Vona and most 
of the leadership, and Toroczkai. He 
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argued that the 
Hungarian Guard could serve as a 
model for future Jobbik politics. 

He pledged, “There is a definite 
demand from voters to deal with 
Roma-Hungarian coexistence 
problems. We will see what options 
we have. We will revisit these towns 
but this time in suits.” 

Sneider narrowly won the vote 
with just 53.8%. But the schisms 
between the two camps widened 
and in November 2018, Toroczkai 
announced he was leaving Jobbik to 
form the Our Homeland Movement. 
Three former Jobbik MPs — Istvan 
Apati, Erik Fiilop and Janos Volner — 
joined this new party. Only time will 
tell which group will come out on top. 


Protests 


The 01G movement has challenged 
the notion that Fidesz is invincible. 

It was also a movement led by young 
people — and, after so many years of 
political and social exclusion, Roma 
activists played a role in the struggles, 
speaking on platforms and joining 
protests. But the street protests have 
now subsided and the main parties 
involved are now focusing their efforts 
on creating an electoral bloc against 
Fidesz in the EU elections in May. 

Fidesz has been hurt by the 
protests: according to pollsters 
ZAVECZ its ratings have fallen by four 
points to 32%. But Jobbik’s ratings 
have increased by the same number 
of points. This is a result of the main 
opposition parties accepting Jobbik’s 
word that it is now just a “normal” 
nationalist party. 

Hungary’s main opposition parties 
want Jobbik to join a grand coalition 
against Fidesz. As Searchlight goes to 
press, this looks increasingly likely. 
But this is a mistake by the opposition 
parties that can only increase support 
and credibility for fascist Jobbik. 

May’s elections will be a big test 
for all sides. Orban is ramping up his 
anti-migrant and antisemitic rhetoric, 
Jobbik is contemplating joining the 
electoral coalition and some 01G 
activists are talking about going back 
onto the streets. Meanwhile lurking 
in the shadows is the Our Homeland 
Movement and the violent racist 
gangs. @ 
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Arts attack 


Hitler's attack on so-called ‘degenerate art’ is finding an ugly echo in Ukraine, where 
the arts scene is under threat from fascists. Hanna Hrytsenko reports 


ar right attacks on the art community in 
Ukraine go back to 2009 at least, when the Kyiv 
art centre Ya Gallery was attacked by arson 
after hosting a discussion on homosexuality and 
tolerance. The attackers left a slogan — “No to 
sodomy. OUN” — on the wall. A number of incidents have 
taken place since then, mostly in Ukraine’s capital Kyiv, 
but in other cities as well. Art and culture are a common 
target of violence and threats — although not as regular a 
target as human rights events. 

In September 2009, a group of far right activists 
attacked a press conference in the city of Lviv where 120 
Pages of Sodom, an anthology of modern queer literature, 
was launched. Men shouting homophobic slogans attacked 
participants with tomatoes, mayonnaise and water, broke 
microphones and destroyed books. 

A far right organisation, Tryzub, whose full name also 
pays tribute to Stepan Bandera, took responsibility for this 
attack. Bandera was the leader of the original OUN — the 
Organisation of Ukrainian Nationalists, which collaborated 
with Nazi Germany. Tryzub later became part of the 
powerful nazi group Right Sector. 

The Tryzub activists who were found guilty of the 
attack faced only administrative prosecution, and the 
organisation described the attack as an attempt to defend 
“God’s testimonies, the honour and the dignity of the 
Ukrainian nation”. During the following weeks similar 
attacks on the book launch events were repeated in Lviv’s 
Les Kurbas Theatre and in a bookstore in Kyiv. 


Tear gas 


In November 2010, the Kyiv-based Visual Culture 
Research Centre (VCRC) screened a movie relating to the 
Transgender Day of Remembrance, when a number of 
unknown men attacked the event with tear gas. One of the 
participants received burns to their eyes. Police did not 
investigate the attack. Then in May 2012, two unknown 
men attacked a photo exhibition on the life of LGBT 
families, A Room of One’s Own, by Eugenia Byelorusets, in 
the Zhovten cinema, Kyiv. The attackers damaged most of 
the photos and managed to escape the security guards. 

In September 2014, Vasyl Cherepanyn, a lecturer at the 
cultural science department of the Kyiv-Mohyla Academy and 
head of VCRC, was attacked in the street by men in military 
gear. He was seriously injured, with fractures to his face. The 
attackers were not detained, as police arrived too late. 
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Far right activists attacked Zhovten cinema in 2014 — it 
had screened films from a queer cinema programme, part 
of the Kyiv International Film Festival “Molodist”. The 
attackers entered the screening room during the session 
and launched an arson attack. The building was badly 
damaged, with the roof collapsing, and the restoration 
process took more than a year. Police arrested two of those 
who started the blaze, but the motivation of hatred was not 
mentioned in the court’s verdict. The attackers received 
only suspended sentences. 

In February 2017, an exhibition at the VCRC of pictures 
by leftwing artist David Chichkan, The Lost Possibility, was 
attacked. A group of around a dozen people with covered 
faces punched the security guard, damaging the paintings 


genommen und hoch bezahlt! 


Die Titel heiBen: ,,Der Gott der Flieger*+, ,,Am Strand", 
.Merzbild'* und ,,Familienbild*. 
Die ,,Kiinstler** heiGen: Molzahn,Metzinger und Schwitters. 
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and the premises. Attempts had been made to attack 
the exhibition a few days earlier, but as the building was 
closed only a bystander was attacked. 

In September 2017 far right activists, including Yuriy 
Noyevy, a member of the fascist Svoboda party, filed 
a police report under article 161 of Criminal Code of 
Ukraine, “Violation of the equality of citizens depending 
on their race, nationality or attitude to religion”. The 
supposed “law breakers” were the staff of Kyiv’s Karas 
Gallery, where an exhibition, Psychodarwinism: The 
Evolution of Mad Men, was staged. The paintings 
included iconic images of monkeys by Illya Chichkan. 
Police soon closed the legal proceedings down. 

Just a month earlier, the Banderstadt festival in the 
Volyn region cancelled a book launch for Shooting 
Calendar, by Olena Herasymyuk, because of threats 
from far right activists, mostly from Svoboda. Although 
the book is a historical overview of repression in the 
Soviet Ukraine, it was clear there was a homophobic 
element to the threats, including a claim that the author 
“supports gays”. 

An event to launch the children’s book Maya and 
Her Two Mums, by Larysa Denysenko and Maria Foya, 
was also cancelled in September 2017 after threats. The 
publishing house decided to cancel the presentation, in 
order not to endanger children who might be at the event. 
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Ukraine 


In November 2017, the Pavlo Tychyna Museum in Kyiv 
refused to display the artwork Delegating The Power by 
David Chichkan, citing security reasons. Although no direct 
threats were received, the museum staff were aware of the 
attack on Chichkan’s exhibition at VCRC earlier in the year. 
A placeholder was exhibited instead. 

A Kyiv exhibition, Educational Acts, was censored in 
April 2018 on the day after it opened due to the pressure 
from the venue, the National Pedagogical University. 

The exhibition dealt with the issue of far right threats. 
All works were removed without the consent of either the 
organisers or artists. 

In August last year, the Maryupol arts venue Tyu staged 
an anti-discrimination concert by a local punk band, 
oDemontaGo. More than 30 men, some of them wearing 
the T-shirts of far right political party the National Corps, 
broke into the concert, smashed furniture and injured 
members of the audience. The party’s speaker refused to 
take responsibility for the attack. 


Leave 


And in December last year, when a student at the National 
Fine Arts and Architecture Academy Spartak Khachanov 
produced an installation called Penis Parade, this led to 
conflict with a professor and war veteran, who damaged 
the artwork. As the conflict touched upon anti-militarism, 
which is a sensitive issue in Ukraine due to continuing 
war in the country’s Donbass region, the neo-nazi group 
C14 used the scandal to harass Khachanov for being 
insufficiently patriotic, forcing him to leave Ukraine, at 
least for a while. 

The most recent incident happened in February this 
year, when far right activist Yuriy Hort attacked a series 
of portraits of the prominent Ukrainian poet Taras 
Shevchenko by the painter Oleksandr Grekhov, exhibited 
in the underground station named after the poet. The 
artist’s approach of rethinking the poet’s legacy by 
depicting him in the guise of figures from popular mass 
culture brought a response of vandalism — from a person 
who had already been sentenced for incitement to hatred. 
Organisers planning to show the Grekhov exhibition 
in the cities of Lviv and Vinnytsya also faced threats. 

As Searchlight goes to press, the situation continues to 
develop. 

The choice of the arts community as a target is often 
based on motives such as homophobia or hatred for the 
leftwing cultural scene. When VCRC became widely known 
as an institution favourable to leftwing political beliefs, 
it became a regular target of attacks. Police inactivity is a 
major reason why such attacks have been going on for 10 
years. A lack of political will to treat the incidents as hate 
crimes and to investigate them properly leads to impunity 
for the culprits. And because hate is not mentioned as a 
motivation in police or court records, these crimes are 
invisible as a social problem, lost in a general criminal 
statistics. 

Ukraine’s arts scene is in need of solidarity, both inside 
the country and internationally. @ 
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100 years since the 
birth of fascism 


In a passionate letter, Alfio Bernabei argues that Italy's president should mark the 
anniversary of Mussolini's rise with an apology - and stand against the fascist resurgence 


ear president Sergio 

Mattarella, 

Heads of state are often 

expected to respond to 

important anniversaries 
marking crucial episodes in the 
history of the countries they 
represent. They do so to give a lead, 
to set an example, to ensure that such 
significant events are not undermined 
by neglect or historical amnesia. 

You are now facing what is arguably 
one of the most critical anniversaries 
in Italian history: the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of fascism. 
All I can hear from Italy about this 
centenary is a deafening silence. Why? 
Haven't there been any preparations 
to mark this date? Is the country 
going to pretend that it isn’t in the 
calendar? 


Well, it is. Most historians would 
agree that the date of the birth of 
fascism is 23 March 1919, when 
Benito Mussolini launched the fasci 
di combattimento, the fighting fasci, 
a movement that was meant to 
embrace everyone, “from the very, 
very intelligent to the ignorant and 
illiterate”, around the notion of... 
Italy first. “Today Italy is bigger and 
larger,” he said “We have in our blood 
elements of greatness.” 

If the language sounds familiar 
it’s because alarm over nationalist 
sentiments, propelling a climate of 
aggressive behaviour and racism so 
reminiscent of the ingredients of 
fascism, is becoming more widespread 
by the day. Shouldn’t this centenary 
provide an opportunity for a major 
demonstration of what many 


observers describe as an urgent need 
to form a wall of resistance against 
this renewed fascist threat? 

Haven't you heard — in your own 
country — the worries expressed over 
the resurgence of fascist tendencies 
and the concern of many observers 
over some current government 
representatives who go as far as 
quoting Mussolini’s slogans to 
increase their popularity? 

I believe you should mark this 
anniversary year with a series of 
appearances designed as reminders 
of the threat still posed by this awful 
invention — one that contributed to 
the escalation of events leading to 
the catastrophe of the Second World 
War, with the cost of over 50 million 
lives. This centenary could be used 
to enable the country that wanted 


Benito Mussolini 
and Adolf Hitler 
at the height of 

their power 


Milan: 200,000 march against racism 


“People - people first” was the banner of those who staged 
the biggest demo yet to be seen in Italy against racism, 
with more than 200,000 taking part in early March. It aimed 
to counter the demonstration held in Rome last December 
under the banner “Italians First”, led by Italy's interior 
minister, Matteo Salvini, of the Lega party. | 

The appropriation of “first” in an anti-racist context was obviously 
significant, as was the location: Milan. It was in and around the 
industrial capital of Northern Italy that the Lega Nord (or Northern 
League) grew under the leadership of Umberto Bossi in the late 
1980s and 1990s. The League played the racist card, while Silvio 
Berlusconi gave it a higher national profile by bringing it into his 
first government alongside the fascists - and this went on for 
one, two, three parliaments. Milan was chosen by the likes of the 
hardcore fascist Forza Nuova as a favourite location for events 
gathering nazi-fascists from various parts of Europe. 
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to give a fascist lead to the world to 
instead send out a resounding signal 
of apology for having delivered such 
a monster — and show that it can 
curb what is now seen by many as a 
creeping legitimation of fascism in 
politics and society. 

You must have heard the awful 
neologism circulating in Italy at the 
moment: democratura. It stands 
for a mixture of democracy and 
dictatorship (dittatura, in Italian) 
and alludes to the possibility that the 
country may slide willingly towards 
a form of authoritarianism, not 
enforced initially, but willed through 
ignorance of the past and expressed 
through the vote. 

Among the events you could lead, 

I suggest that you should take the 
cameras into the unseen underground 
rooms of the Italian state archives in 
Rome and hold in your hands some of 
the thousands of files the fascist regime 
collected, helped by the vast army of 
spies employed in surveillance. 

You could visit the concentration 
camps set up on Italian soil following 
the racial laws of 1938 and be seen 
touring the islands where anti-fascists 
were imprisoned or kept under house 
arrest, stopping to mark where the 
torture of opponents took place. And 
of course you could visit schools, to 
give encouragement to the teaching of 
history that is now under threat. 

I would also suggest that it’s never 
too late to apologise to those countries 


Now, finally, Milan seems to have woken up. People marched 
holding placards, saying, “I belong to the only race | know: the 
human race,” and “We are of the same blood - dear brothers and 
sisters, you and |.” A young woman went further: “It’s better to be 
called a bleeding heart and a whore than a fascist and a Salvinian.” 
She was sending a message to Salvini and US president Donald 
Trump, who have both used the saying attributed to Mussolini: “It is 
better to live one day as a lion than 100 years as a sheep.” 


Immigrants 


Salvini has repeatedly attacked the “bleeding hearts”, or buonisti, 
who help immigrants and rescue them at sea. He was unmoved by 
the demo. Salvini made clear that the harsh measures taken against 
immigrants would continue - regardless of the criminal investigation 
of his decision to hold migrants on ships. Fabrizio Cecchetti, a Lega MP, 
commented scornfully on the march, “The Lega and Salvini were with 
the Italians, others stood by illegal immigrants.” 

On the Milan march there were representatives from all the 
major trade unions and anti-fascist organisations, including ANPI, 
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that were attacked by the fascist regime. 
I had the opportunity of meeting 
you a couple of years ago, and on 
that occasion I told you how much I 
had admired a speech in which you 
staunchly praised the Resistance, 
quoting a famous line by Piero 
Calamandrei, a founding father of the 
Italian Constitution, referring to the 
need to remain on the paths through 


the mountains that the partisans 
walked as they fought against nazi- 
fascism. I now beg you to take the 
opportunity of this anniversary to 
send a signal to the whole world that 
Italy has the courage to confront its 
past, and is ready to take a lead in the 
vigilance that is needed today. 

Respectfully yours, 

Alfio Bernabei * 


the National Association of Partisans, centre-left politicians, the 
leaders of ethnic minority groups, LGBT groups and NGOs such as 
Amnesty International and Médecins Sans Frontiéres. 

The high turnout was an encouraging sign, but the reality 
remains very grim. Racist attacks are reported daily. Things have 
got worse since the 2011 Human Rights Watch warning that the 
Italian government had a tendency to blame migrants and Roma 
people for the problems affecting the country instead of applying 
effective measures to combat racism and xenophobia. 

In 2015 a report by Pew Research found that Italy was the most 
racist country in Europe in terms of hatred shown towards Roma 
people, Muslims and Jews. Now, according to a survey by Noto 
Sondaggio for the Quotidiano Nazionale published in February, 18% 
of Italians believe “ideologically” that the white race is superior 
to the black race and a further 16% are described as showing 
intolerance towards those of a different skin colour. 

Meanwhile the Lega party leads in all the opinion polls with 32% 
to 35% of the vote. Let's hope that the Milan march sends a signal 
to the rest of the country to turn the tide in another direction. 


Searchlight | 25 


Standing in solidarity | 
against Golden Dawn 


Activists in Greece are extending solidarity to refugees and other migrants, as part of 
the fight against the violent nazis of Golden Dawn. Maria Spiliotopoulou explains 


ince 2010 austerity 

memorandums imposed 

on Greece have legitimised 

and strengthened a 

neoliberal narrative and 
policies that violate human and social 
rights. The effects of the economic 
and social crisis have gradually also 
strengthened racism and nationalism, 
which play an important role in the 
central political scene. 

The memorandums and austerity 
have created the space for the far right 
to grow, to come out into the open. 
This has allowed the criminal activity 
and following of Golden Dawn — the 
nazi criminal organisation acting as a 
political party — to escalate. It reached 
its peak in 2013 and continues today, 
although to a much lesser extent. 

The first murder attempt by Golden 
Dawn was perpetrated in the summer 
of 1998 against two student activists, 
who survived. 

Memorandums and austerity 
have, however, also stirred large 
sections of the population in Greece 
to resist, especially through the 2011 
“occupation of the squares”, a political 
movement that played a crucial role 
in popularising a culture of self- 
organisation, people’s assemblies and 
direct democracy. The mass formation 
of solidarity structures began in 
2012, although a few existed as long 
ago as the 1990s. At one point there 
were more than 400 social solidarity 
structure all over Greece. 

These solidarity structures are 
active in the areas of health, food, 
education and culture, housing and 
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debt, a social solidarity economy 
and in support of refugees and 
immigrants. They are run by 
volunteers and decisions are made 
by open assemblies. The solidarity 
movement in Greece is mainly a 
female movement, with the vast 
majority of volunteers being women, 
possibly due to the fact that women 
were the first victims of the crisis. 
These structures demonstrate 
solidarity in action and not 
philanthropy or charity. Those in need 
give to those in need, the unemployed 
take care of the unemployed — the help 
is not handed down by those in power. 


Terrorising 


In politics, 2012 was also a crucial year 
because of Golden Dawn’s entry into 
the Greek parliament, an important 
landmark for the far right’s strategy of 
first terrorising those targeted as their 
enemies, and then proceeding to the 
instigation of a “low-impact civil war” 
— an objective publicly proclaimed by 
Golden Dawn’s MPs. 

This entailed attempts to organise 
blood donations for Greeks only, the 
organisation of soup kitchens, also for 
Greeks only, and events during which 
migrants and other members of the 
public were attacked. 

It also entailed an escalating 
and well organised series of mostly 
nocturnal attacks by “assault 
divisions” against isolated migrants 
or other targets: Jews, leftists, trade 
unionists, anarchists and members of 
the LGBT community. 

Golden Dawn also used aggressive 
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questioning in parliament and 

in various municipal councils 
regarding the schooling of migrants 
and their rights to access public 
health structures. There were also 
nationalistic parades with nazi 
symbols, during which migrants were 
often persecuted. Attacks against 
solidarity structures and migrants’ 
associations also occurred then, 
marking the escalation of Golden 
Dawn’s hit squad activity, although 
its primary targets remained isolated 
“enemies”. 

On January 2013 two members 
of Golden Dawn knifed and killed 
Shehzad Luqman, a Pakistani man 
who was on his way to work. The 
killers have been condemned to life 
imprisonment. 

In July 2013 a series of attacks 
was perpetuated against solidarity 
structures: a hit squad of 80 to 100 
individuals attacked the Synergeio 
community centre in the suburbs 
of Athens, terrorising children who 
were having an English lesson and 
their teachers, and damaging the 
infrastructure. The suspects, including 
two Golden Dawn MPs, are now 
facing legal action. 

Two days later came an attempted 
arson attack at night at Mermygi, 
the solidarity structure supporting 
migrants and Greeks alike in the 
centre of Athens. Nazi symbols were 
painted on its walls. 

In September 2013 members of 
Golden Dawn organised the murder 
of Pavlos Fyssas, a popular leftwing 
activist and musician. This was the 
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second landmark of Golden Dawn’s 
criminal public activity as it led to the 
arrest and provisional imprisonment of 
its leaders and most of its parliamentary 
group. They are now on trial, facing 
more than 100 charges, in a case that 
has been running since April 2015. 

Following those arrests the hit 
squads’ nocturnal attacks decreased 
drastically: from October to December 
2013, the Racist Violence Recording 
Network registered 18 incidents, a 
number that stood in stark contrast 
to the average of 50 incidents 
documented in the previous quarters. 

The Greek state was too slow to 
take action but it has finally taken 
some. Golden Dawn has closed most 
of its offices as a result. But the 
organisation has resumed attacks 
against migrants, as well as against 
the left and other “enemies”, although 
to a much lesser degree. 

Since the leftwing Syriza won 
the elections in 2015, becoming 
the principal political force of the 
government, the leading rightwing 
party of the opposition has increasingly 
adopted a far right agenda. This 
agenda tends to deny migrants and 
minorities basic human and social 
rights, such as the right to healthcare 


Golden Dawn 
has a history of 
violence on the 
streets 
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and education, or the right of refugees 
to asylum. The party hoped to 

attract far right voters but has only 
strengthened Golden Dawn’s own 
ranks. 

The acute refugee situation, 
provoked when the European borders 
closed in the autumn of 2015, has 
been used by the far right and other 
rightwing formations to fuel racist 
and nationalist reaction. The refugees’ 
arrival, however, also led to a wide 
spectrum of the Greek population 
acting in solidarity to respond to the 
refugees’ urgent needs, even before 
the state or the NGOs got organised. 

The very formation of Solidarity4All 
was a result of the growing solidarity 
movement and of Syriza’s 2012 
decision to support this movement by 
creating a solidarity fund. 

The fund has always had a second 
objective, since at the beginning of 
the crisis, far right organisations in 
Greece tried to exploit the situation 
and created “Solidarity for Greeks” 
and at that time they had a lot 
of coverage from the media. All 
members of the solidarity movement, 
collectively, tried to make a difference 
and to restrict the footprint of this 
kind of “solidarity for the few”. 


I come from the Athens Community 
Solidarity Clinic operating at the 
centre of the city since 2013, which 
has supported more than 40,000 
patients, most of them migrants. It 
should be underlined that solidarity 
clinics have created and maintained 
a significant network and respond to 
both the urgent and changing needs 
of refugees and immigrants, as well 
as other vulnerable groups, not just 
assisting but empowering them. 

At present we support mainly 
refugees, largely by providing 
medicines, since their access to the 
public health system has been assured 
but the problem of getting medicines 
persists. Our clinic systematically 
supports refugee camps in Attica, 
especially that of Lavrio, and also 
provides dental care and medicines 
to migrants held at detention centres, 
filling the gaps left by the state. 

We are funded primarily by 
solidarity associations in Germany, 
the Greece Solidarity Campaign in 
Britain, trade unions in Norway, LO 
Oslo, and UNIA in Switzerland. 

While attacks by Golden Dawn 
were radically reduced in number 
after 2013, attacks against solidarity 
structures resumed in 2017. In April 
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Spiti of Mesopotamia, an educational 


establishment, was vandalised at 
night and nazi symbols were inscribed 
on its walls. A month later fascists 


attacked refugees on the island of 
Leros, supported by well known 
members of Golden Dawn. Similar 


incidents occurred on other islands, Anti-immigrant fever created Donald Trump, not 
including Chios and Mytilene. x 
Last year Golden Dawn attacked the other way around, argues Leonard Zeskind 


the leftist solidarity group Favella, 
in Piraeus, injuring a lawyer 
representing the Fyssas family at 


the Golden Dawn trial, who was he fulcrum of politics in the US is now 
at a meeting in the building at the immigration. Despite the Mueller investigation 
time. Golden Dawn denied any into president Donald Trump’s campaign 
responsibility. dealings with the Russians, and the Congress 
E qual committee hearing of disgraced attorney 
Michael Cohen — in which the former Trump fixer described 
At present the Greek government his former boss as “a liar, a cheat and a racist” — it is fear of 
is implementing policies to achieve immigrants that cements the far right to Trump. This has 
the social integration of migrants. placed white supremacy in the mainstream of US life. 
Solidarity structures have ensured White supremacists have campaigned steadily against 
that migrants are respected and the immigrants in the years following the civil rights struggle. 
whole process is progressing, with In 1977, David Duke, then boss of the Knights of the Ku 
migrants being on an equal footing. Klux Klan, campaigned against immigrants in California 
At the same time the solidarity and initiated the first “border watch” by armed racists. In 
movement is trying to intervene on the early 1980s, the Aryan Nations issued a three-colour 
the islands of north-eastern Greece, flyer exaggerating the influx of immigrants with big 
where a significant number of bold red arrows. Tom Metzger’s White Aryan Resistance 
refugees and immigrants are stranded —____________. group took up the anti-immigrant call and a group of his 
in very difficult conditions. Donald Trump _ skinhead followers beat an Ethiopian immigrant to death 
At present, however, Golden Dawn builtonthe on the streets of Portland, Oregon, in 1988. 
and those rightwing parties embracing foundations laid In 1992 and 1996, columnist Pat Buchanan ran in the 
its policies, as well as the extreme by the Tea Party Republican presidential primaries on the anti-immigrant 
centre, have used the agreement movement and platform of American First. His 2001 book The Death of the 
recently signed between Greece and the others West: How Dying Populations and Immigrant Invasions 


now re-named Northern Macedonia to 
provoke a nationalist awakening. 

MPs who voted for the 
agreement have been targeted, 
along with teachers at schools and 
universities. During anti-agreement 
demonstrations in 2018 and 2019 at 
least two attacks against solidarity 
structures were carried out, in 
Thessaloniki and in Athens. Golden 
Dawn, however, acts more or less in 
the background and usually does not 
proclaim its leading role. 

The agreement with Northern 
Macedonia has also prompted a closer 
association of anti-fascists and has 
shown the need for broader alliances. 
The opposition to the far right’s 
attacks is widening among an ever- 
growing, vigilant part of the people, 
among the trade unions and solidarity 
groups, and new alliances are being 
formed. ® 
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Imperil Our Country and Civilization, which built on 

the themes of his campaigns, is still being read by white 
supremacists of every stripe. During these same years, anti- 
immigrant politicians, led by Tom Tancredo, epitomised 

the overlap between respectable Republicans and white 
supremacists. The Federation for American Immigration 
Reform and other anti-immigrant organisations formed in 
earlier years took centre stage. And the Minutemen — border 
vigilantes, with white supremacists among them — heated up 
the nativist fever to a boiling point. 

During the first years of Barack Obama’s presidential 
administration, hardcore white nationalists were befuddled 
over the loss of a large portion of the white vote and unable 
to develop any new initiatives. That created room for the 
Tea Party movement, Minutemen included, to emerge and 
develop deep roots among mainstream white people. The 
Tea Party groups were a nationalist movement working to 
regain the status they believed white people had lost. 

And they proclaimed that brown-skinned immigrants 
would soon cement white peoples’ status as a minority in 
a nation of minorities. By 2012, the Tea Party movement 
became the largest anti-immigrant force in the country 
— outstripping the Federation for American Immigration 
Reform and other such anti-immigrant lobbies. While the 
Tea Party shared the white nationalists’ false sense of white 
dispossession, it focused on building a base in the Republican 
Party, not on marching in the streets. And it succeeded. 

According to a report by the Institute for Research and 
Education on Human Rights, by 2015 the Tea Party had built 
a movement with more than 550,000 hardcore members — 
more than 10 times the number the white supremacists had. 
The seven core organisations of the Tea Party had more than 
7.6 million sympathisers. Polling data showed that 18% of the 
US public sympathised with the Tea Party groups. 

It was the Tea Party movement that adopted the white 
supremacists’ nationalism and sense of white dispossession 
and carried it further into the centre of Republican Party 
politics. Immigration had dropped to a 40-year low by 
2017, however, rendering Republican concerns as slightly 
fanciful. When Trump campaigned in the 2016 presidential 
election, he catered directly to this audience. The anti- 
immigrant fever created Trump, not the other way around. 

During the election, Trump campaigned continuously 
against immigrants, using all sorts of ugly racist slurs 
to describe them. He called undocumented immigrants 
rapists, thieves and gangsters. Never did he describe them 
as hard-working people living in brutal conditions who 
just wanted a chance to work hard and live peaceably. He 
said he would build a wall on the US’s southern border and 
make Mexico pay for it. And then he called the Mexicans 
enough ugly names that anyone with sense knew he would 
not get two cents from them. 

After his election, Trump began his own campaign 
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against immigrants. First, he seized the children of 
undocumented immigrants, housed them separately and 
inhumanly separated many families permanently. Several 
organisations sued government bodies because of this — 
and it was widely unpopular among most people in the US. 
Trump still held on to a significant anti-immigrant bloc in 
the population, however. 


Emergency 


During the summer and autumn months last year Trump 
began arguing again for a border wall. No mention of Mexico 
paying for it was made. After the November 2018 elections, 
with Democrats in control of the House of Representatives 
and a majority opposing a wall, Trump allowed the 
government to be shut down for 35 days in an attempt to 
force Congress to pass a bill that would fund his wall. He 
failed. After the government was fully restored, Trump 
declared a national emergency to build the wall — a move 
most commentators believed to be without any constitutional 
authority. Lawsuits were filed by more than a dozen states 
against this false use of national emergency status. 

Despite his failures, Trump kept an approval rating of 
31% — people who still wanted a wall even if it meant the 
government would have to be shut down. It is this 31% that 
is the most hardcore anti-immigrant force in the country. 
If anyone wants to set the US ship of state on an even keel, 
this anti-immigrant bloc must be cornered, neutralised and 
defanged. 

Interestingly, it came to light that Trump had 
undocumented immigrants working in his hotels and 
resorts. They were promptly fired. But one of the workers, 
Victorina Morales, who was working at a Trump golf 
course in New Jersey, said it all. “There are millions of 
us here without papers, and the country depends on us. 
[Trump] knows that because his businesses depend on us 
and he knows how hard I worked.” Truer words were never 
spoken. e 
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Anna Sullivan's life as a working class anti-fascist activist and creative artist is a very 
inspiring one. A recently published book brings back the memories for Gerry Gable 


Anna in action 


Anna Sullivan 


surveys her 
home after a 
nazi firebomb 
attack 


30 | Searchlight 


have had the good luck to have 

known Anna Sullivan for what 

must be at least three decades. 

Everyone who has met this 

anti-fascist fighter can only have 
great memories of the encounter. Late 
last year a biography of Anna was 
published in paperback. 

People Like Us tells the story of her 
childhood in east London in a very 
political family and how as a young 
working class woman she strove to get 
a decent education. She was shaped by 
a community where Jewish and Irish 
immigrants lived alongside longer 
established East Enders — a melting 
pot in which all communities were 
engaged in a common struggle against 
poverty and fascism in the pre-war 
and post-war years. 


Culture 


Starting in her teens, Anna developed 
a love of culture, painting, music and 
travel. She went on to forge a career 
as a superb art teacher and feminist 
anti-fascist. She worked alongside 
Blair Peach, a New Zealand-born 
teacher who in 1979 was killed by the 
Metropolitan Police’s special patrol 
group, while defending the Asian 
community in Southall, west London, 
against the National Front. During 
the 1984-85 miners’ strike she played 
an active role in raising support and 
providing accommodation for strikers 
visiting London. . 

I am 12 years her senior but to me 
Anna has always been there wherever 
decent people have fought back 
against fascism and racism. She was 
a founder member of the Anti Nazi 
League and Rock Against Racism, and 
was always a supporter of Searchlight. 

She was a key figure in one of the 
most active anti-fascist groups, that in 
Islington, north London, where time 
and time again she was arrested with 


other anti-fascists, tackling the local 
NF group, which was led by a gang 
of paedophiles, in particular George 
Wilson, Desmond Fenwick and Sid 
Chaney. They recruited a number of 
young thugs who carried out a series 
of robberies and were photographed 
posing with Martin Webster, the 
NF national organiser. The NF’s 
aspiring youth leader, Patrick 
Harrington, played a leading role in 
the street violence. Weekend after 
weekend Islington anti-fascists, often 
outnumbered, fought back. Anna was 
injured by both police and fascists 
during these clashes. 

On one occasion the fascists attacked 
a young woman in a local leftwing 
bookshop, leaving her with a double 
skull fracture. Members of Anna’s 
family were also attacked and she 
escaped serious harm when a nazi thug 
tried to knife her as she left a meeting. 

Harrington got a beating from 
anti-fascists when he led a fascist 
charge at Chapel Market and his fellow 
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nazis walked away from him. Shortly 
afterwards a carload of fascist terrorists 
drove to Anna’s home and threw two 
petrol bombs into the house. 

The room where Anna kept her 
collection of her pupils’ art and many of 
her own paintings was totally destroyed. 
A second bomb failed to explode. The 
fire brigade told her that if the bomb 
had gone off, several houses would have 
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| been destroyed because it had landed several examples of her poetry and 


beside the gas main. I have chosen her tribute to Blair 
But People Like Us is not all Remember 


Peach (right) as a fine example of her 


struggle and bleakness. It includes work. It reveals the life and times of e 
memories of Anna going dancing at a woman who was always politically Blair Pea ch 
the Mecca dance hall in Tottenham, active but had an independent mind. 
north London, as a teenager. There More power to your pen and By Anna Sullivan 
were a lot of good things other than paintbrush, Anna. 
| politics in our lives when we were With love and respect, Why the bustle 
both young. The book also contains Gerry and all at Searchlight ¢@ Why the band 
Why the milling 


Around in circles 
Why the cameras 
Recording memories 
Of grief? 

We came to show 
And to say 

We are still here. 
One of our number 
Is ten years dead 
But their batons 
And their cruelties 
Have not driven us 
To hide and be afraid 
Well not all 

Of us anyway. 

You would have 
Hated the last 

Ten years but 

You would have 
Tried to make 
Things change. 

How we miss you. 
And perhaps you 
Would have liked 
The band 

It celebrated your 
Strength and your humour. 


People Like Us: Anna Sullivan, 
a memoir, by Richard Rieser 


The book is available from 
World of Inclusion. 


Go to is.gd/annasullivanbook 
for details or to order copies. 
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Paul Jackson 


Our regular commentator reviews a book on the 
Anti Nazi League and Rock Against Racism, two mass 
organisations set up to oppose the National Front 


A vital movement 


the Anti-Nazi League 1976-1982 
David Renton (Routledge, £16.99) 


he growth and decline of popular anti-fascist 

politics in the late 1970s and early 1980s 

is an area of perennial fascination. Recent 

books on the topic include Ian Goodyer’s 

Crisis Music and Ryan Schaffer’s Music, 
Youth and International Links in Post-War British 
Fascism, which is more clearly focused on the extreme 
right of the period. David Renton’s latest book builds 
on this literature and is essential reading for anyone 
looking for a readable yet well researched and critical 
examination of British anti-fascist culture in the 1970s and 
early 1980s. 

Moreover, Renton’s deep understanding of the nuances 
of this milieu mean the book is particularly welcome as 
a corrective to those who see anti-fascism as merely a 
left-wing version of the intolerant and violent extreme 
right. For this reason alone it ought to be widely read by 
professionals who engage with tackling the rise of the far 
right today. Renton’s assessment shows anti-fascists to be 
diverse, complex and deeply engaged people — united by a 
shared rejection of the racist politics of the extreme right. 
Renton’s importance — for academics, at least — is that he 

is one of the few to offer a clear definition of anti-fascism. 
The author does not claim that anti-fascism is rooted in a 
particular ideology but in practice he feels it is more often 
than not of the left, rather than the centre or the right. 
Moreover, people are not automatically anti-fascists because 
of what they think or how they feel. For Renton, people 
need to take action of some sort or another to become 
anti-fascists, such as protesting, leafleting or even putting 
on music festivals to build a community of resistance. 
Contrasting with other approaches, anti-fascism is more 
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than an identity for Renton. It is a type of action 
that has the aim of opposing forms of fascist — 
and wider extreme right — activity. 

While clearly informed by this perspective, 
and well grounded in the current academic 
literature on British fascism more generally, Never 

Again is not a book that gets bogged down by too 

much detailed, theoretical discussion. Rather, its 

chapters offer a nuanced and informative account 
of the growth and decline of two crucial British 
anti-fascist groups of the period, Rock Against 
Racism, founded in 1976, and the Anti Nazi League, 
established in 1977. 

Both reached a wide audience in the late 1970s, 
as support for the National Front peaked and a 
demand grew for ways to oppose its racist agenda. 

Both organisations declined following the NF’s 
failure to “break through” at the 1979 general election. 
Anti-fascism as a mass movement became less important 
as the NF splintered and lost its limited political relevance 
in the era of Thatcherism, when a more overtly hostile 
attitude towards migration became part of government 
policy. 


Changing 


With the NF as a backdrop, and through crisp analysis, 
Never Again pieces together the rise and fall of RAR 
and the ANL, and charts their interaction as well as their 
changing relationship with British society more broadly. 
As well as giving detailed accounts of their development, 
often told through lengthy quotes from key protagonists, 
Renton’s analysis includes some important debates over 
strategy. 

For example, he includes critical assessment of Paul 
Gilroy’s claim that the ANL’s anti-fascism took energy 
away from the bigger challenge of combatting other forms 
of racism in British society, found across the country’s 
institutions. There is also an important exploration of key 
tensions between fascist activism, anti-fascist protests 
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and policing in the period. This includes analysis of the 
death of anti-fascist Kevin Gately in 1974, during an NF 
demonstration in Red Lion Square, central London, and the 
state’s response. 

Renton also discusses the death of anti-fascist 
demonstrator Blair Peach at the hands of police in 1979, 
and again extends analysis into how police and the state 
responded to anti-fascism. As he sets out, media and 
official viewpoints regularly presented anti-fascists as every 
bit as violent and anti-democratic as the extremists they 
opposed. As such, there is much to learn in the book about 
how anti-fascists found themselves in conflict with the 
state at this time and were perceived as extreme. 

In contrast to such cliched depictions of anti-fascists as 
violent fanatics, Renton’s history of anti-fascism moves 
readers well away from the idea that anti-fascism is driven 
by extremism. US president Donald Trump echoed this 
simplistic trope in the wake of the white supremacist rally 
in Charlottesville, Virginia, where anti-fascist Heather 
Heyer was killed, as have others at different times. Never 
Again excels when it details how RAR and the ANL created 
cultural spaces for diverse communities to learn about each 
other, and interact. 

This did not mean they developed long-lasting, mass 
movements to specifically oppose fascism. Renton also 
stresses how, over time, anti-fascist organisers found it 
difficult to keep up momentum, helping to explain why 
anti-fascism, as a mass movement at least, was only 
ever likely to be a passing phenomenon fuelled by an 
increasingly threatening NF. Anti-fascism is correctly 
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presented as something bringing together a broad coalition 
of people, driven by a shared repugnance for the extreme 
right and its racist agenda. Moreover, Renton is clear that 
sustaining such campaigning was hard work. 

The book could have explored some issues in greater 
depth, which would have helped its engagement with 
growing wider academic debate about what drives anti- 
fascism and what leads to its decline. For example, Renton 
highlights how RAR and the ANL both emerged when trust 
in the older institutions of the labour movement and more 
traditional anti-fascist voices, such as the Communist Party 
and the trade unions, were declining in relevance. 

Indeed, as Renton highlights, some older leftwing figures 
could be as critical of migrants as the extreme right. This 
is a very interesting theme, although the book could have 


There is an exploration of key tensions 
between fascist activism, anti-fascist 
protests and policing, including analysis 
of the death of anti-fascist Kevin Gately 
in 1974, during an NF demonstration in 
Red Lion Square 
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done more to explore the sense of generational change at 
this time and dug deeper into such competing visions of 
what a modern Britain ought to look like with this shifting 
generation of activists. 

Similarly, Renton argues that more recent forms of 
anti-fascism have not been able to develop the same level 
of mass support, as they have not been as innovative in 
developing new cultural forms to engage new generations. 
This point, briefly developed in the conclusion, seems 
crucial for helping readers understand what made RAR 
and the ANL such novel forms of activism and why they 
have a lasting relevance. But what types of innovation does 
Renton think newer incarnations of anti-fascism could 
have developed? Is there more to say about how critical 
assessment of past activities could help explain why newer 
forms of anti-fascism have struggled to find the same level 
of mass support? 


Assess 


Despite some areas where the contextual analysis could 
have said more about the wider relevance of these 
historical examples of anti-fascism, Never Again is an 
important contribution to a growing literature that is not 
just trying to describe or romanticise anti-fascism, but 
rather is attempting to critically assess it. 

A new generation of historians of anti-fascism now 
needs to build on Renton’s analysis, as well as the work of 
historians such as Nigel Copsey, Evan Smith and others 
interested in the intersections between race, radical political 
and opposing extremist and racist organisations. There is 
still a lot of work to be done to develop a detailed, critical 
picture of the dramatic contrasts between anti-fascists and 
the extremists they oppose, past and present. € 
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Wherever we find it 


Trade unionists from around the country gathered to discuss the importance of 
tackling racism and fascism, wherever it emerges. Cathy Pound was there 


tand Up to Racism held 

its annual trade union 

conference in London 

on 23 February as 

anti-fascists and trade 
unionists also gathered at the BBC’s 
Salford headquarters, where “Tommy 
Robinson” (real name Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon) was holding a demo 
to protest against an upcoming 
Panorama documentary on him (see 
pages 12-15). 

The conference was well attended 
with workshops and plenary sessions 
that brought together the themes 
of anti-racism in the workplace 
and in education, the impact of the 
government’s Prevent programme, 
defending migrant rights and building 
solidarity with refugees. 


International 


A theme that was repeated throughout 
the day was that anti-fascism had 
always been an integral part of trade 
unionism. Several speakers cited union 
members who joined the International 
Brigades to fight fascism in Franco’s 
Spain. Speakers acknowledged that the 
unions have been key in supporting the 
anti-racist movement but need to do 
more, both in mobilising their members 
and in tackling the day to day and 
institutional racism that continues to 
exist in our workplaces. 

As CWU vice-president Jane Loftus 
said, racism “doesn’t stop at the door 
of the workplace” and mobilising for 
marches isn’t enough in itself. The 
fight must continue in our workplaces 
and our communities. 

Cameron Matthews, from the FBU 
firefighters’ union, said that for trade 
unions to be effective in challenging 
the far right they needed strong 
leadership and a strong membership. 
He emphasised — as did many others 
throughout the day — that the far right 
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did not represent or speak for the 
working class. 

Jane Loftus added, “When we are 
fighting and winning disputes, we are 
more successful in fighting racism.” 
This was because members could see 
the union fighting for working people 
and winning those fights. She cited 
the importance of tackling racism 
in football, working with Football 
Lads and Lasses against Fascism and 
running “Football for All” events. 

The far right could not be allowed to 
claim to speak for football fans. Where 
the far right Democratic Football Lads 
Alliance tried to recruit at football 
grounds, anti-racists must be there 
to leaflet fans and talk to them face to 
face. 

Wilf Sullivan, the TUC’s race 
equality officer, said racism in the 
workplace, including in the trade 
union movement, was still “a major 
challenge”. Wilf emphasised that 
racism was not a “fringe” issue or 
about individual incidents of racism 
but remained an institutional, 
structural and societal problem. 

Wilf urged delegates not to see 
Tommy Robinson or the DFLA as 
the only focus of our anti-racism 
work. This was not to underestimate 
Robinson, he said, but to note that 
those with real power were the 
politicians and the government. The 
shift to the right and anti-migrant 
rhetoric should also be a focus of our 
efforts and campaigning. When Teresa 
May, in her stint as home secretary, 
sent the “Go home” vans out, it should 
have been straightforward to call that 
out as racism and we should not baulk 
at doing so, Wilf urged. 

Glen Hart, from the RMT rail 
union, made reference to the 
Macpherson Report on the Stephen 
Lawrence Inquiry, which had been 
published almost exactly 20 years 


previously on 24 February 1999, and 
questioned the extent of achievements 
in tacking institutional racism and 
structural racism since then. 

Others referred to the 
acknowledgement by Met Police 
commissioner Cressida Dick that it 
would take 100 years for the police 
to become representative of the 
community they served if change 
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continued at the current rate — but 
criticised her statement that it was no 
longer “helpful or accurate” to say that 
the force was institutionally racist. 
RMT assistant general secretary Steve 
Hedley spoke to say that the RMT had 
a proud history of anti-fascism: “We 
oppose them at every turn.” Steve said 
a strong trade union movement was a 
threat to fascism as it was inherently 
anti-working class. He added that when 
“we stand up and organise, they will try 
and crush us”, warning that we needed 
to be ever vigilant. Whenever the far 
right popped up, we must be there “to 
push them down again”. 
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Alex Kenny, from the NEU 
education union, spoke of the 
importance of fighting racism “in 
the staffroom and in the streets”. He 
described recent events in the east 
London borough of Tower Hamlets, 
where he teaches, when a man 
who has since been arrested filmed 
students leaving Central Foundation 
Girls School and posted the footage on 
social media with a vile commentary 
referring to the mainly Muslim girls 
as “breeders” who should be sterilised. 

The incident happened on a Friday, 
and on the following Monday, when 
the girls were leaving school, all 


Trade unionists 
at the conference 
showed their 
support for 
anti-racism 


100 teachers lined the street with 
placards saying, “No place for hate”. 
Schools across the borough then 
replicated this very visible response. 
Alex said this swift move to tackle 
Islamophobia head-on was impressive 
and important. 

Rosa Crawford, the TUC’s policy 
officer on migration and trade, 
spoke in the workshop on defending 
migrants’ rights to address the issue 
of health workers being asked to 
make checks on patients’ immigration 
status when they sought non-urgent 
care. Calls were being made to allow 
the judgement of what constituted 
“urgent” care to rest with medical staff 
not managers. 


Dave Landau, of Redbridge Trades 
Council, warned that public sector 
workers in the NHS and elsewhere 
were being told to act as “an extension 
of the Home Office” and called on 
trade unions to support workers in 
“defiance not compliance”. 

He also spoke of the need for 
community self-defence on an 
ongoing basis. Solidarity was needed 
in numbers when the far right 
announced mobilisations, but local 
communities needed a network that 
would be there to respond when 
incidents occurred locally. 

Redbridge Equalities and Community 
Council had developed a Community 
Against Hate Crime scheme and 
organised to visit people following any 
hate crime to offer support and collect 
important information. They were using 
the slogan “No racist attacks here” to 
create an environment hostile to racism. 

Delegates spoke of the need to 
tackle racism and fascism wherever it 
appeared, with action from everyone 
— union leaders, branch members and 
community activists — to ensure that in 
any part of the country where fascists 
sought to march or where racists 
attacked trade unionists or members 
of the public we could be sure of a 
confident and robust anti-fascist 
response. 
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